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REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1968 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of: 

the  Urban  District  Council  of  Bushey, 

the  Urban  District  Council  of  Chorleywood, 

the  Urban  District  Council  of  Rickmansworth, 

and 

the  Rural  District  Council  of  Watford 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  together  with  the  Reports 
by  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspectors  on  their  work  in  the  Districts,  for 
the  year  1968, 

In  my  report  last  year,  I  described  the  year  1967  as  the  year  of  ‘‘incub¬ 
ation”,  of  waiting  for  the  reports  of  the  two  Committees  then  sitting,  namely 
the  Seebohm  Committee  on  the  future  of  the  social  services,  and  the  Royal 
Commission  on  Local  Government.  The  Seebohm  Report  duly  appeared  but 
its  main  recommendations  can  hardly  be  said  to  contribute  to  the  progress 
of  public  health.  Public  health  has  had  a  long  history,  and  the  poor-law 
system  has  an  even  longer  one,  but  during  the  past  hundred  years  has  come 
about  the  realization  that  health  and  social  welfare  are  completely  inter¬ 
dependent,  that  one  is  impossible  without  the  other.  Since  1948,  we  have 
had,  at  least  at  County  level,  the  means  of  providing  positive  health  (not 
merely  preventing  or  treating  disease,  important  though  these  are)  at  the 
points  where  they  are  needed,  that  is  to  say  among  the  vulnerable  sections 
of  our  society.  It  would  be  most  unfortunate  if  the  effect  of  Seebohm  were 
to  reverse  the  course  of  evolution  and  put  the  medical  officer  back  to  where 
he  was  in  Dickensian  times,  an  outsider  to  be  called  in  only  to  advise, 
instead  of  being  an  officer  administering  a  service  designed  to  promote 
health  and  happiness. 

At  the  time  of  writing  we  still  have  not  had  the  findings  of  the  Royal 
Commission.  We  can  assume  however  that  it  will  take  heed  of  the  evidence 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and  almost  all  other  bodies  concerned  with  health, 
namely  that  the  old  “two-tier”  system  of  public  health  should  go.  The 
attempted  demarkation  into  “County”  (Local  Health  Authority)  functions 
and  “District”  (Local  Authority)  functions,  dates  only  from  1948,  but  it 
has  shown  signs  of  confusion  from  the  start.  The  dividing  line  between 
“Public  Health”  (an  L.A.  function)  and  “Personal  Health  Services”  (an 
L.H.A.  function)  has  never  been  properly  clarified  not  only  to  the  public 
at  large  but  even  to  the  officials  concerned.  The  awkward  legal  basis  has 
usually  been  glossed  over  by  appointing  Medical  Officers  of  Health  who 
wear  two  hats,  one  for  the  County  and  one  for  the  District.  For  the  most 
part,  thanks  to  the  willing  co-operation  of  MO’sH.,  this  has  usually  worked 
fairly  well. 
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An  opportunity  to  abolish  this  distinction  has  now  come  with  the  pub¬ 
lication  of  the  “Green  Paper’ ^  on  the  future  of  the  health  services.  The 
principle  towards  which  their  thoughts  are  moving  is  one  of  unification  of 
the  existing  tri-partite  structure  of  the  health  services.  The  G.P.  service, 
the  hospital  service  and  the  public  health  service,  they  suggest,  should 
be  amalgamated  under  Area  Health  Boards.  This  sounds  a  laudable  object¬ 
ive,  and  there  has  been  little  opposition  from  the  medical  profession  as  a 
whole,  but  in  fact,  if  implemented  the  effect  would  be  to  take  out  of  the 
control  of  Local  Health  Authorities  a  very  large  slice  of  their  present 
health  functions,  functions  which  traditionally,, and  all  the  world  over,  have 
rightly  been  executed  by  local  government.  We  are,  therefore,  faced  with 
the  dilemma,  to  go  out  of  local  government  and  leave  all  welfare  to  Seebohm, 
or  to  stay  in  local  government  and  hold  up  this  desirable  unification.  The 
only  alternative  solution  would  be  to  place  the  whole  health  service  under 
local  government.  Indeed  what  can  be  of  more  personal  concern  to  the  local 
electorate  than  their  health  services  ? 

Local  government  organisation  may  change,  health  services  may  split 
or  be  amalgamated,  but  health  problems  will  still  be  with  us.  The  District 
MOH  will  almost  certainly  disappear,  but  the  work  he  does  will  still  need 
to  be  done.  Your  concern,  as  the  representatives  of  the  people,  will  be  to 
ensure  yourselves  that,  whatever  form  this  new  organisation  may  take,  the 
essential  work  of  safeguarding  the  health  of  the  public,  at  a  local  level, 
will  be  maintained.  I  use  the  word  local  very  deliberately.  To  my  mind 
one  of  the  most  important  attributes  of  an  MOH  is  his  accessibility.  He  is 
personally  known  to  councillors,  and  at  least  by  name,  to  most  of  the 
electorate.  To  many,  the  local  MOH  is  a  sort  of  health  “Ombudsman”. 
If  he  goes  there  will  be  a  gap  which  will  undoubtedly  be  felt  by  the  people. 

During  1968  this  work,  my  work  and  the  work  of  your  health  inspectors, 
has  gone  on.  This  report  is  an  account  of  our  stewardship,  of  the  ways  we 
have  carried  out  duties  on  your  behalf,  duties  designed  to  safeguard  the 
health  of  the  people  whom  you  represent. 

This  report  would  not  be  complete  however  without  a  tribute  to  Mr.C.R. 
Alexander,  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  of  Rickmansworth  Urban  District 
Council,  who  retired  at  the  end  of  this  year  after  a  life-time  spent  in  public 
health.  He  qualified  as  a  public  health  inspector  in  1928  and  as  an  inspector 
of  meat  and  foods  in  1932.  After  a  short  spell  at  Basingstoke  and  at  Guild¬ 
ford  he  joined  the  staff  at  Rickmansworth  Urban  District  Council  in  1935, 
and  remained  here  for  the  rest  of  his  career.  He  was  an  acknowledged  leader 
in  his  profession,  and  has  been  an  active  member,  and  latterly  Senior  Vice- 
President  of  the  Northern  Home  Counties  Centre  Council  of  the  Association 
of  Public  Health  Inspectors.  His  speciality  has  been  food  inspection  and 
in  recent  years  he  has  been  a  member  of  Local  Authorities  Joint  Advisory 
Committee  on  Food  Standards  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and 
Food  Liaison  Committee  on  Food  Standards.  I  would  like  to  take  this  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  paying  to  him  my  personal  thanks  for  the  very  full,  friendly  and 
helpful  co-operation  he  gave  me  when  I  took  up  my  present  post  six  years 
ago,  and  for  his  loyal  support  during  these  years. 

I  beg  you  to  accept,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  this  my  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  1968. 

William  NORMAN-TAYLOR,  M.D.,  (Lond.),  M.B.,  B.S.,  M.R.C.S., 
L.R.C.P.,  D.A.  (MFA),  D.P.H.,  D.LH.,  F.R.S.H. 

Medical  Of fi cer  of  Health 

Ivy  House,  35  High  Street,  Bushey,  Herts.  Tel:  01-950  4242  April,  1969 
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THE  STATE  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH 
IN  THE  COMBINED  DISTRICTS 

CONSOLIDATED  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimates  of  the  mid-year  populations  of  the 
Districts,  which  form  the  basis  for  most  of  the  statistical  data  in  the 
reports,  are  analysed  in  the  following  table; 


Population 

Total 

Natural 

1968 

1967 

Increase 

Increase 

Migration 

Bushey 

24,750 

24,310 

440 

188 

252 

Chorleywood 

7,950 

7,730 

220 

5 

215 

Rickmansworth 

30,360 

30,290 

70 

145 

-75 

Watford  Rural 

54,170 

61,200 

-7030 

158 

-6872 

S.W.  Herts. 

Combined  Districts 

117,230 

123,530 

-6300 

496 

-6575 

Note:-  “Natural  Increase”  ;  excess  of  live  births  over  deaths. 

(The  figures  in  the  last  column  may  include  adjustments  in 

estimates  of  the  previous  year.) 

Comments.  The  population  of  Bushey  increased  considerably  during  the 
year,  due  to  both  births  and  inward  migration.  The  population  of  Chorley- 
wood  also  increased  markedly,  most  of  it  due  to  people  moving  in  to  live. 
As  was  the  case  last  year,  there  seems  to  be  considerable  outward  migration 
from  Rickmansworth;  in  spite  of  the  natural  increase  by  145  souls,  the  net 
gain  in  population  was  only  70. 

The  population  of  Watford  Rural  District  dropped  by  7,030  following 
the  alteration  of  the  boundary  which  had  previously  cut  off  a  large  slice 
of  the  G.L.C.  estate  at  Boreham  Wood,  so  that  the  total  population  of  the 
Combined  Districts  has  dropped  to  117,230.  The  population  denominator 
used  in  calculating  vital  statistics  for  Watford  Rural  District  in  the  following 
pages  has  been  taken  as  55,410,  an  average  for  the  year  which  has  been 
calculated  by  the  Registrar  General  based  on  the  population  of  the  District 
before  and  after  April  1968,  when  the  boundary  change  took  place. 


BIRTH  RATES 

The  number  of  births,  by  sex,  in  each  District  is  set  overleaf.  The 
basic  figures  have  been  corrected  to  exclude  non-resident  births  (such  as 
those  occuring  in  the  Bushey  Maternity  Home  which  caters  for  the  Greater 
London  Council)  and  to  include  babies  born  outside  the  area  (e.g.  in 
Watford  Borough)  to  parents  resident  in  the  area.  The  birth  rates  are  the 
number  of  babies  born  alive  per  1,000  home  population,  adjusted  by  a 
comparability  factor  which  allows  for  the  age  group  composition  of  the 
population  to  make  them  comparable  with  national  rates. 
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Birth  Rates 


Live  Births  Adjusted  live 
(Male&  Female)  Birth  Rate 
No.  (1967) 


Still  Births 
No.  (1967) 


1 1  legitimate 
No.  (1967) 


Bushey  391 

356 

15.17 

3 

2 

24  11 

Chorleywood  70 

80 

9.24 

2 

0 

8  3 

Rickmansworth  407 

382 

14.43 

7 

5 

24*  21 

Watford  Rural  708 

S.W.  Herts. 

Combined 

714 

12.67 

12 

13 

59*  58 

Districts.  1576 

1532 

— 

24 

20 

115  93 

Herts.  County 

16.2 

England  &  Wales 

16.9 

*  includes  one  still  birth 

Changes  in  the  Birth 

Rate 

1968 

1967 

1966 

1965 

1961 

1951 

1939 

Bushey 

15.17 

14.02 

15.36 

18.26 

15.8 

15.1 

13.0 

Chorleywood 

9.24 

10.82 

10.81 

11.62 

11.9 

12.5 

9.0 

Rickmansworth 

14.34 

13.48 

16.41 

16.12 

16.6 

13.6 

18.8 

Watford  Rural 

12.67 

11.58 

11.33 

12.08 

14.8 

17.0 

13.9 

Herts  County 

16.2 

16.5 

16.3 

18.10 

— 

— 

— 

England  and  Wales 

16.9 

17.2 

17.7 

18.1 

17.4 

15.5 

14.7 

The  total  number  of  babies  born  during  the  year  was  44  more  than  last 
year,  Bushey  and  Rickmansworth  accounting  for  most  of  this;  Chorleywood 
and  Watford  Rural  showed  slight  increases.  The  birth  rates  continued  their 
steady  decline  however,  Chorleywood  keeping  its  place  at  the  bottom  of 
this  league. 


Stillbirths 

No. 

(1967) 

Rate 

Bushey 

3 

2 

8 

Chorleywood 

2 

0 

28 

Rickmansworth 

7 

5 

17 

Watford  Rural 

12 

13 

17 

S.W.  Herts.  Combined  Districts 

24 

20 

15 

Herts.  County 

12.8 

England  and  Wales 

14.3 

The  stillbirth  rate  is  the  number  of  still 

births  per  1,000 

total  live  and 

still  births.  The  numbers  in  each  District 

are  too  small  to  allow  valid 

comparisons,  but  the  figure  for 

the  Combined  District  shows  a  normal 

level  as  compared  with  the  national  one. 

Illegitimate  Births 

No. 

(1967) 

Rate 

Bushey 

24 

11 

6.1 

Chorleywood 

8 

3 

11.1 

Rickmansworth 

24  * 

21 

5.6 

Watford  Rural 

59  * 

58 

8.2 

S.W.  Herts.  Combined  Districts 

115 

93 

7.8 

*  Includes  one  still  birth 


There  were  a  few  more  illegitimate  births  this  year,  as  compared  with 
93  last  year.  The  figures  are  too  small  to  draw  comparisons  but  the  average 
for  the  Combined  Districts,  namely  7.8  per  cent  of  the  total  number  of 
live  births,  compares  well  with  the  national  figure  of  8.5  (provisional). 


DEATH  RATES 

There  were  1,080  deaths  in  the  Combined  Districts,  504  men  and  576 
women.  Of  these  369  were  under  the  age  of  65,  213  men  and  156  were 
women,  revealing  that  it  is  men  who  are  now  more  vulnerable  in  middle 
age.  An  analysis  of  causes  of  death  by  age  and  sex  is  given  in  the  body 
of  the  Report  under  each  District. 

The  death  rate  in  each  District  is  lower  than  that  for  England  and 
Wales,  which  in  1968  was  11.9  deaths  per  1,000  population,  and  each 
is  lower  than  the  average  for  Hertfordshire  County,  which  has  a  rate 
of  10.7. 

Death  Rates  Under  65 


M 

F 

Total 

M 

F 

Total 

Crude  Rate 

Bushey 

106 

97 

203 

45 

23 

58 

8.2 

Chorleywood 

28 

37 

65 

9 

8 

17 

8.2 

Rickmansworth 

125 

137 

262 

55 

41 

96 

8.6 

Watford  Rural 

245 

305 

550 

114 

84 

198 

9.9 

S.W.  Herts. 
Combined  Districts 

504 

576 

1080 

213 

156 

369 

— 

Adjusted  Death  Rates 

1968 

Comp 

Factor 

1967 

1966 

1965 

1961 

1951  1939 

Bushey 

9.43 

(1.15) 

9.79 

9.5 

10.46 

8.5 

9.9  7.9 

Chorleywood 

8.86 

(1.08) 

7.28 

7.5 

9.01 

6.2 

8.5  9.6 

Rickmansworth 

10.32 

(1.07) 

10.86 

10.3 

10.89 

8.4 

9.1  8.5 

Watford  Rural 

10.49 

(1.06) 

9.72 

9.9 

10.49 

8.7 

7.1  8.8 

England  and  Wales 

11.9 

— 

11.2 

11.7 

11.5 

11.9 

12.5  12.1 

infantile  mortality 

Thirty  infants  died  in  the  Combined  Districts  in  their  first  year  of  life. 
Fourteen  of  these  were  in  Bushey.  There  is  no  particular  factor  to  account 
for  this  and  it  must  be  regarded  as  a  normal  swing  of  the  pendulum  which 
occurs  with  small  scale  statistics.  The  other  three  Districts  have  infant 
mortality  rates  well  below  the  national  average,  but  the  inclusion  of  the 
Bushey  figure  has  resulted  in  the  rate  for  the  Combined  Districts  being 
just  over  the  national  average.  The  rates  for  each  District  are  given  in 
the  table  below. 

Infantile  Mortality  Rates 


1968 

1967 

1966 

1965 

1961 

1951 

1939 

Bushey 

36 

8.43 

10.5 

9.01 

17.8 

37 

48 

Chorleywood 

14 

0 

25.6 

24.39 

12 

0 

29 

Rickmansworth 

12 

18.33 

19.8 

15.59 

10.4 

14 

32 

Watford  Rural 

14 

21.01 

17.4 

12.45 

20.7 

29 

56 

Combined  Districts 

19 

16.32 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Hertfordshire 

16.2 

14.0 

13.9 

15.7 

— 

— 

— 

England  and  Wales 

18 

18.3 

19.0 

19.0 

21.6 

29.7 

55.3 
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Among  the  thirty  infant  deaths,  4  were  illegitimate,  2  in  Bushey  and 
2  in  Watford  Rural.  There  were  113  illegitimate  live  births  all  together, 
so  that  the  illegitimate  infant  mortality  rate  for  the  Combined  Districts 
was  35.4  per  1000  illegitimate  births.  The  illegitimate  death  rate  is  usually 
found  to  be  higher  than  that  of  legitimate  babies.  Last  year  it  was  51,7. 
The  figure  for  Herts  County  is  26.3,  and  for  England  and  Wales  it  is  23.4.* 

Nineteen  infant  deaths  occurred  in  the  first  four  weeks  of  life,  a  rate 
of  12.05  deaths  per  1,000  live  births.  Fifteen  deaths  occured  in  the  first 
six  weeks,  giving  a  rate  of  10.15  per  1,000.  If  the  24  still  births  and  the 
deaths  under  one  week  are  added  together,  the  “perinatal”  mortality  rate, 
as  it  is  called,  is  25.0  deaths  per  1,000  live  and  still  births.  Perinatal 
deaths  are  in  many  cases  due  to  congenital  disorders,  such  as  the  con¬ 
sequences  of  german  measles,  but  can  also  be  due  to  birth  injury. 

No  maternal  deaths,  or  deaths  due  to  pregnancy  were  recorded  in  any 
of  the  four  Districts  during  the  year. 

*  provisional 


Deaths  from  Cancer 


Cancer  of  Stomach 
AllAges  Under  65 


Cancer  of  Lung 
AllAges  Under65 


Cancer  of  Breast 
AllAges  Under65 


F  T 

F 

T 

M 

F 

T  M 

F 

T 

T 

T 

Bushey 

1 

3  4 

— 

— 

9 

3 

12  5 

1 

6 

5 

5 

Chorleywood 

— 

1  1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2  - 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Rickmans  worth 

2 

5  7 

2 

2 

4 

20 

5 

25  10 

3 

13 

6 

5 

Watford  Rural 

3 

4  7 

2 

1 

3 

24 

9 

33  10 

1 

11 

16 

11 

S.W.  Herts. 

Combined  Districts 

6 

13  19 

4 

3 

7 

5418 

72  25 

5  30 

28 

22 

Deaths  from  Cancer 

of  the 

Lung 

1968 

1967 

1966 

1956 

1950 

/VI  F 

T 

M  F 

T 

M  F 

T 

M 

F  T 

F 

Deaths 

54 

18 

72 

46  12  58 

45  10  55 

3C 

1  2  32 

16 

2 

England  and  Wales 

28,826 

28,250 

27,019 

18,186 

Male 

23,896 

23,546 

22,606 

15,615 

F  emale 

4,930 

4,704 

4,413 

2,571 

The  72  deaths  from  cancer  of  the  lung  is  the  highest  figure  ever  recorded. 
There  was  some  hope  last  year  that  the  curve  was  flattening  out,  that 
the  rate  of  increase  was  slowing  down,  but  this  now  appears  to  be  a  false  n 
hope.  A  glance  at  the  more  detailed  tables  in  the  body  of  the  report  will  ij 
show  that  cancer  of  the  lung  is  one  of  the  commonest  single  killing  diseases 
which  afflicts  us  at  the  present  time.  A  very  large  proportion  of  these 
deaths  are  a  direct  consequence  of  poisoning  of  the  lung  by  tobacco  smoke. 
Twenty-five  of  the  deaths  were  in  men  under  the  age  of  65,  men  in  the 
prime  of  life,  contributing  to  the  economy  and  supporting  families. 

Cancer  of  the  stomach  is  another  serious  problem,  and  seems  to  be 
increasingly  attacking  younger  persons,  as  the  table  shows.  The  cause 
is  not  known,  but  among  the  factors  thought  to  favour  this  disease  are: 
taking  food  or  drink  too  hot,  drinking  undiluted  spirits,  and  tobacco  smoking. 
Smoked  or  fried  foods,  i.e.  foods  charred  at  high  temperature,  have  also 
been  blamed. 

Cancer  of  the  breast  claims  its  victims  each  year,  there  being  28  deaths 
during  the  year  from  this  cause,  and  22  of  these  were  women  under  65  years 
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of  age,  that  is  to  say  women  who  were  most  probably  mothers  of  growing 
families.  This  condition  can  often  be  detected  early  if  women  would  reg¬ 
ularly  feel  their  breasts  for  suspicious  lumps,  and  prompt  operation  will 
often  save  lives.  By  comparison,  there  were  only  12  deaths  from  cancer 
of  the  uterus,  of  which  only  4  were  in  younger  women.  The  statistics  do 
not  show  how  many  of  these  were  cases  involving  the  cervix  of  the  uterus, 
but  it  shows  that  the  cervical  cytology  service  is  tackling  a  problem  very 
much  smaller  in  size  than  that  due  to  the  other  cancers  mentioned. 


Deaths  from  Coronary  Heart  Disease 

The  number  of  deaths  attributed  to  coronary  thrombosis,  or  ischaemic 
heart  disease,  is  the  highest  on  record  in  the  combined  Districts,  there 
being  a  total  of  223,  of  whom  128  were  men  and  95  women,  Seventy- 
five  of  those  dying  v/ere  under  the  age  of  65,  of  whom  59  were  men  and  16 
were  women.  So  here  again,  as  with  cancer  of  the  lung,  it  is  the  middle 
aged  bread  winner  who  is  being  carried  off  in  this  way.  Is  there  a  common 
factor?  One  cannot  help  wondering  whether  excessive  cigarette  smoking 
may  not  be  poisoning  the  heart  too. 

1968  1967  1966  1956  1950 

M  F  T  M  F  T  MFTMFTMFT 

Deaths  128  95  223  121  75  196  116  72  188  68  48  116  52  30  82 


Deaths  of  Children 

Deaths  among  children  nowadays  are,  thankfully,  relatively  rare,  and 
when  caused  by  disease  it  is  usually  a  rare  or  non-preventable  disease. 
There  were  16  deaths  in  children  between  the  ages  of  1  year  and  15,  which 
is  six  more  than  last  year,  the  causes  being  as  follows  ;- 


Leukaemia  ...  ...  2 

Malignancy  (cancer)  ...  4 

Congenital  defect  ...  2 

Accidents  ...  ...  4 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  1 

(Other  causes) ...  ...  3 


Only  one  of  the  accidental  deaths  was  due  to  a  motor  accident. 


Deaths  from  Suicide 

There  were  nine  deaths  from  suicide,  one  less  than  last  year.  Eight 
of  these  were  in  middle  aged  persons,  and  only  one  in  a  person  over  65. 
We  should  be  able  to  prevent  suicide,  but  it  is  extremely  difficult  to 
anticipate.  It  is  hoped  that  the  development  of  organisations  such  as 
the  Samaritans  will  be  effective  in  this  direction,  but  we  can  all  help 
by  being  ready  to  sympathise  (in  the  literal  sense  of  this  word)  with 
those  suffering  mental  distress. 


Accidental  Deaths 

Motor  accidents  accounted  for  13  deaths,  nine  men  and  four  women. 
Only  two  of  these  were  in  persons  over  the  age  of  65. 
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Other  accidents,  usually  in  the  home,  accounted  for  21  deaths,  of 
which  eight  were  old  persons  over  75,  one  over  65,  two  children,  and  one 
baby.  These  figures  clearly  show  that  it  is  the  more  helpless,  and  less 
agile  or  experienced  groups  of  people  who  are  most  vulnerable.  We  have  no 
statistics  for  the  non-fatal  accidents,  nor  (which  would  be  almost  as 
important)  for  the  “near  misses’^ 

Accident  figures  show  no  tendency  to  increase  however,  and,  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  population  growth,  have  remained  relatively  constant. 

Deaths  from  Infectious  Disease 

Deaths  from  infectious  disease  is  now  very  rare.  Five  persons  died 
from  tuberculosis  as  a  primary  or  secondary  cause;  one  death  was  due  to 
meningitis.  There  were  no  deaths  from  diphtheria  or  poliomyelitis. 


COMMUNICABLE  DISEASES 


Dysentery 

This  seems  to  be  the  most  prevalent  of  the  more  serious  epidemic 
diseases  at  the  present  time  and  in  most  years  we  have  had  occasional 
cases  throughout  the  year.  In  1968  however,  this  disease  increased  to 
epidemic  proportions,  a  total  of  115  cases  being  notified  to  me.  Bushey 
Urban  District  was  particularly  affected  with  64  cases,  with  a  few  more, 
belonging  to  the  same  epidemic,  over  the  border  in  Watford  Rural  Parish. 
Most  of  the  cases  were  in  children,  usually  of  “infant”  school  age,  i.e. 
up  to  the  age  of  7  or  8,  and  it  was  clear  that  the  foci  of  spread  were  usually 
either  an  infant  school  or  nursery  school  (play  group).  In  several  instances 
older  brothers  and  sisters  became  infected,  and  a  few  parents.  Where 
adults  have  been  food  handlers  this  has  necessitated  their  being  laid  off 
work,  and  the  Local  Authority  has  been  responsible  for  compensation. 
Prevention  of  spread  is  difficult  —  it  is  often  a  case  of  closing  the  stable 
door  after  the  horse  has  gone,  that  is  to  say  we  do  not  hear  of  the  outbreak 
until  most  of  the  children  have  probably  been  exposed  to  it.  However,  it  is 
a  disease  which  does  not  usually  spread  where  strict  attention  to  toilet 
hygiene  is  practiced :  In  medical  terminology  it  is  spread  by  the  process 
known  as  coprophagy ,  which,  being  interpreted,  means  literally  the  eating 
of  excrement.  In  other,  plainer,  words  it  spreads  where  children  soil  their 
fingers  after  opening  their  bowels,  and  a  portion  (which  might  be  micro¬ 
scopic)  of  their  faeces  gets  on  to  the  fingers  or  food  of  other  children. 
The  other  situation  where  this  disease  is  liable  to  occur  is  in  hospitals 
for  the  mentally  subnormal,  and  we  regularly  have  a  few  cases  from  the 
hospital  in  our  area,  where  the  task  of  attending  to  cleanliness  of  the 
unfortunate  children  there  calls  for  an  almost  superhuman  devotion  to 
nursing  duties. 

The  follow-up  of  notified  cases,  the  tracing  of  contacts,  taking  spec¬ 
imens,  and  other  epidemological  enquiries,  has  meant  a  great  deal  of 
extra  work  for  your  staff,  not  only  those  engaged  in  the  technical  aspects  of 
disease  control,  but  also  the  secretarial  staff  responsible  for  dealing  with 
the  numerous  forms  and  other  communications  which  pass  through  my  office 
and  the  offices  of  your  four  Chief  Public  Health  Inspectors.  I  would  like 
to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  way  in  which  one  and  all  have  always 
willingly  shouldered  such  extra  duties,  often  involving  work  in  the  evenings 
and  weekends. 
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Typhoid 

Two  further  cases  of  this  disease  occurred  among  patients  in  the  hospital 
for  the  mentally  sub-normal  mentioned  above.  Phage  typing  of  the  organism 
responsible  showed  that  it  was  not  the  same  strain  as  that  which  caused 
the  1964  outbreak.  Since  1964,  all  patients  and  staff  receive  immunization 
against  this  disease,  but  it  clearly  is  an  ever-present  risk.  As  with  dysen¬ 
tery,  the  tremendous  effort  required  to  prevent  cross-infection  among 
patients  afflicted  with  mental  illness  calls  for  nothing  but  praise. 


Measles 

There  were  only  125  cases  of  measles  notified  to  me  during  the  year, 
which  is  the  smallest  number  ever  recorded.  This  is  undoubtedly  due  to 
the  County  Council’s  immunization  policy.  The  public  must  be  warned 
however,  that  this  happy  state  of  affairs  exists  only  because  every  child 
is  immunized  —  mothers  must  not  think  that  this  disease  is  now  rare  and 
and  that,  therefore,  they  need  not  bother.  It  must  be  remembered  that  in 
other  countries,  Europe,  Africa,  Asia,  measles  is  still  a  common,  and 
sometimes  a  killing  disease.  Any  unimmunized  person  or  one  who  has  not 
had  the  disease,  will  venture  outside  Britain  at  his  peril,  and  measles  is 
often  much  more  unpleasant  in  older  persons.  These  remarks  apply  equally 
to  such  diseases  as  smallpox,  diptheria,  and  polio,  of  course. 


Infective  Hepatitis 

There  were  10  cases  of  this  disease  brought  to  my  notice  during  the 
year.  They  appeared  to  be  sporadic  cases,  sometimes  affecting  a  few 
members  of  the  same  family.  They  were  spread  over  all  parts  of  the  Combined 
District,  with  no  apparent  focus.  This  disease  is  caused  by  a  virus  and 
laboratory  diagnosis  either  of  the  disease  or  the  carrier  state  is  difficult, 
which  makes  it  difficult  if  not  impossible  to  work  out  its  epidemiology. 

This  disease  was  notifiable,  under  the  old  Jaundice  Regulations,  only 
in  the  old  East  Anglia  Region,  and  not  in  the  Metropolitan  Police  Area, 
which  included  Bushey,  and  parts  of  Aldenham  Parish.  Now  under  the 
Public  Health  (Infectious  Diseases)  Regulations  of  1968,  which  came  into 
force  on  1st.  July,  hepititis  is  notifiable  throughout  England  and  Wales. 


Food  Poisoning 

Twenty-eight  cases  of  food  poisoning  came  to  my  notice  during  the  year. 
There  were  no  large  scale  outbreaks,  almost  all  the  cases  being  either  in¬ 
dividuals  or  in  members  of  the  same  family.  In  one  instance  a  grandmother, 
on  return  from  a  holiday  in  Tunisia,  infected  the  family  with  whom  she  was 
staying.  A  ^ Tummy  upset”  is  extremely  common  among  tourists  in  certain 
countries,  but  it  is  not  always  appreciated  that  the  infection  can  be  brought 
back  to  relatives  at  home.  Another  case  occurred  in  a  hospital  domestic 
worker  and  it  was  therefore  considered  necessary  to  ask  her  to  discontinue 
this  work  until  free  from  infection,  a  process  that  took  several  months. 
Few  of  the  cases  were  sufficiently  ill  to  be  admitted  to  hospital.  In  many 
instances,  the  patient  continues  to  excrete  the  germs  after  his  symptoms 
have  cleared  up,  and,  as  in  the  case  of  dysentery,  much  work,  patient 
work  in  both  senses  of  the  word,  is  needed  to  keep  track  of  them. 
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Smallpox 

No  cases  of  this  disease  occurred  during  the  year.  Vaccination  of 
children  is  done  by  the  County  Council,  and  of  adults  usually  by  their 
own  doctor.  One  of  our  tasks,  however,  is  following  up  persons  who  have 
arrived  in  this  country  from  Asia  or  Africa  (which  are  officially  regarded  as 
‘‘endemic”  zones  with  regard  to  smallpox)  without  a  valid  vaccination 
certificate.  Such  persons  are  placed  under  our  surveillance  for  two  weeks. 
Many  of  them  are  British  tourists  who  have  gone  to  such  places  as  the 
Holy  Land,  or  on  a  day  trip  from  Gibralta  to  Tangiers,  without  realizing 
that  a  certificate  will  be  necessary  on  their  return.  Others  are  “concientious 
objectors”  or  “anti-vivisectionists”,  or  some  such  appellation.  They  not 
only  give  us  unnecessary  work  but  could  be  a  potential  danger  to  the 
normal  inhabitants  of  these  Isles.  I  am  also  often  asked  to  give  a  “cert¬ 
ificate”  to  support  a  doctor’s  letter  stating  that  a  person,  one  intending  to 
travel  to  say,  Africa  or  Asia,  could  not  be  vaccinated  for  medical  reasons. 
Though  there  are  of  course  many  such  persons,  expectant  mothers,  or  those 
suffering  from  excema  or  requiring  cortizone  therapy,  there  are  others  in 
whom  it  is  a  form  of  contientious  objection  in  disguise.  To  my  mind,  having 
lived  and  worked  in  Africa,  anyone  visiting  there  in  an  unvaccinated  state 
is  taking  a  very  foolish  risk. 

Our  other  activity  under  this  heading  is  the  authentication  of  international 
vaccination  certificates.  During  the  year  1641  such  certificates  were  issued. 


Brucel  losi  s 

This  is  not  a  notifiable  disease  and  I  therefore  have  no  indication  of 
the  number  of  cases  of  this  disease  which  occur.  It  is  caused  by  the  same 
germ  as  is  responsible  for  abortus  fever  in  cattle,  and  is  almost  always 
caught  by  consuming  dairy  products  from  an  infected  herd.  During  the  year 
I  was  informed  by  the  County  Council  that  two  herds  in  Watford  Rural 
District  were  found  to  be  affected  during  routine  testing  of  milk.  On  one 
farm,  raw  cream  and  a  small  quantity  of  raw  milk,  was  being  sold  to  the 
public,  and  on  both  farms  the  farm  staff  were  taking  raw  milk.  This  was 
immediately  stopped.  General  practitioners  in  the  area  were  warned,  but 
as  far  as  I  am  aware,  no  human  cases  occurred. 


New  Legislation 

On  July  1st,  1968,  the  Public  Health  (Infectious  Diseases)  Regulations 
came  into  force.  These  were  consolidating  regulations,  long  overdue,  and 
tidied  up  a  number  of  individual  regulations  dating  back  over  half  a  century. 
Some  old  fashioned  sounding  diseases  have  officially  disappeared,  “mem¬ 
branous  croup”  (the  old  name  for  diptheria)  for  example,  along  with  influ¬ 
enzal  pneumonia,  acute  rheumatic  fever,  primary  pneumonia,  erysipelas, 
and  puerperal  pyrexia.  As  mentioned  above,  hepatitis  is  now  notifiable, 
together  with  leptospirosis  (rat-bite  fever,  which  caused  some  deaths  in 
Hertfordshire  a  few  years  ago),  tetanus,  and  yellow  fever.  The  Public 
Health  Act  of  1936,  which  is  still  the  legislation  under  which  we  proceed 
when  dealing  with  infectious  diseases,  no  longer  applies  holus-bolus  to 
all  notifiable  diseases,  but  certain  sections  apply  to  certain  diseases 
only,  which  has  rationalised  procedures  and  allowed  more  freedom  to 
persons  suffering  from  the  less  important  diseases,  whereas  in  the  past 
many  of  such  activities  had  been  technically  illegal. 
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HEALTH  EDUCATION 


Under  Section  179  of  the  Public  Health  Act  of  1936,  local  authorities 
may  arrange  for  the  ‘‘publication  of  information  on  questions  relating  to 
health  or  disease,  for  the  delivery  of  lectures  or  the  display  of  pictures”. 
Under  the  Home  Safety  Act  of  1961  this  subject  was  added. 

Most  of  the  District  Councils  have  set  aside  a  small  sum  in  their  annual 
budget  to  provide  for  their  duties  under  these  two  heads  and  during  the 
year  posters  were  obtained  on  various  themes.  Council  notice  boards  have 
been  made  available  for  displaying  such  posters,  and  for  those  provided 
by  the  County  Council  from  time  to  time,  but  regrettably  some  authorities 
do  not  give  this  activity  very  high  priority. 

On  the  subject  of  home  safety,  activities  are  co-ordinated  by  the  Area  9 
Home  Safety  Committee  of  R.o.S.P.A.  Only  Chorleywood  has,  however, 
included  home  safety  in  one  of  its  standing  committees,  the  Road  and 
Home  Safety  Committee.  In  other  Councils  it  appears  to  be  dealt  with  on  an 
ad  hoc  basis,  and  in  some  instances  does  not  even  come  before  the  Public 
Health  Committee.  Accidents  in  the  home  are  much  more  common  than  on 
the  road,  especially  in  children  and  old  persons,  and  as  figures  elsewhere 
in  this  report  will  show,  are  responsible  for  more  deaths.  In  Bushey  the 
Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  has  done  very  valuable  work  in  lecturing 
and  organising  health  education  on  this  subject. 

One  other  activity  under  this  heading  has  been  in  the  field  of  food 
hygiene.  As  in  previous  years,  a  quarterly  “Bulletin”,  common  to  all 
four  Districts,  is  issued  to  food  handling  concerns,  over  the  signature 
of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  for  the  District. 


IMMIGRANTS 

During  the  year  we  were  informed  of  the  arrival  of  47  persons  from 
overseas  intending  to  take  up  residence  in  the  area;  36  were  from  European 
countries.  The  object  of  our  being  informed  is  to  enable  us  to  visit  them 
and  ensure  that  they  promptly  register  with  a  doctor  and  to  suggest  that 
they  should  have  a  chest  X-ray.  This  latter  is  especially  important  for 
those  who  will  be  working  among  children,  e.g.,  in  school  canteens.  No 
cases  of  disease  were  discovered. 


HEALTH  AND  WELFARE 

Responsibility  for  Health  and  Welfare  lies  with  the  County  Council  as 
the  Local  Health  Authority.  The  responsibility  for  the  day  to  day  running 
of  the  services  in  the  four  Districts,  and  Watford  Borough,  has  however 
been  delegated  to  a  local  Divisional  Executive  for  Health  and  Welfare, 
and  is  based  at  the  Town  Hall,  Watford.  Matters  dealt  with  are  such  things 
as  health  centres,  health  visiting,  day  nurseries,  child  minding,  mental 
health,  and  after  care  (convalescence). 
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Members  of  this  Committee,  representing  the  Districts,  as  from  May  1968 
were  the  following 

Councillor  Mrs.  D.  H.  REYNOLDS,  Bushey  Urban  District  Council 

Councillor  B.  L.  DONATI,  "  "  "  " 

Councillor  J.  M.  ELLIS,  Chorleywood  Urban  District  Council 

Councillor  A.  W.  HAUCK,  Rickmansworth  Urban  District  Council 

Councillor  F.  J.  S.  HALL,  "  "  "  " 

Councillor  Mrs.  O.  E.  COLLINGWOOD,  Watford  Rural  District  Council 

Councillor  Mrs.  S.  LANGER,  "  "  "  " 

Councillor  P.  R.  CHALMERS,  (retired  Aug. 68)  "  "  "  " 

Councillor  Mrs.  G.  MORISON,  (from  Aug. 68)  "  "  "  " 


County  Health  and  Welfare  Staff 

Divisional  Medical  Officer:  Dr.  W.  A.  ALCOCK  (retired  August  1968) 

Dr.  A.  SHAW  (commenced  1st  August  1968) 
Senior  Assi slant  County  Medical  Office:  Dr.  W.  NORMAN-TAYLOR 
Deputy  Divisional  Medical  Officer:  Dr.  J.  SLEIGH  (retired  September  1968) 

Dr.  F.  BARASI  (commenced  16th  Sept. 

1968) 

Divisional  Nursing  Officer:  Miss  A.  FEATHERSTONE  (retired  July  1968) 

Miss  V.  GREENHAM  (commenced  1st  August 

1968) 

Divisional  Social  Work  Organiser :  Miss  M.  P.  KEENLEYSIDE 
Divisional  Home  Help  Organiser:  Mrs.  G.  LEWIS 
Divisional  Welfare  Officer:  Mr.  R.  W.  GRIFFIN 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  JOINT  COMMITTEE  (from  May  1968) 

Councillor  F.  M.  COLLINS,  M.B.E.  (Chairman) 

Bushey  Urban  District  Council 

Councillor  M.  G.  KIRBY  "  "  "  " 

Councillor  Mrs.  D.  H.  REYNOLDS, 

Councillor  J.  M.  ELLIS,  Chorleywood  Urban  District  Council 

Councillor  Dr.  E.  W.  R.  FAIRLEY,  "  "  "  " 

Councillor  C.  R.  FENTON,  O.B.E.,  J.P. 

Rickmansworth  Urban  District  Council 

Councillor  A.  W.  HAUCK, 

Councillor  A.  W.  THOMAS,  "  "  "  " 

Councillor  Mrs.  O.  E.  COLLINGWOOD,  Watford  Rural  District  Council 

Councillor  G.  DIAMOND,  "  "  "  " 

Councillor  G.  T.  ELAM,  "  "  "  " 

Councillor  Mrs.  P.  W.  WILDMORE, 
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Clerk  of  the  Joint  (Medical  Officer  of  Health)  Committee  :  Mr.  R.  DARRAH 


Secretarial  Staff 

Secretary  to  Medical  Officer  of  Health:  Mrs.  M.  J.  SMITH 

Secretary  to  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  (Bushey)  :  Mrs.  E.  R.  NASH 
Secretary  to  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  (Chorleywood)  :  Mrs.  J.  HUDSON 
Secretary  to  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  (Rickmansworth) : 

Miss  D.  J.  SATCHEL 

Senior  Clerk  to  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  (Watford  Rural) : 

Miss  M.  HAMILTON 
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BUSHEY  URBAN  DISTRICT 


Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  (from  April,  1968);  Councillor 
Mrs.  D.  H.  REYNOLDS  (Chairman) ;  Councillor  F.  M.  COLLINS;  Councillor 
B.  L.  DONATI;  Councillor  W.  D.  ISON;  Councillor  M.  G.  KIRBY;  Council¬ 
lor  D.  K.  REBAK;  Councillor  E.  W.  WEST;  Councillor  G.  F.  WYATT,  j.P. 


Senior  Public  Health  Inspector:  A.  C.  F.  GISBORNE,  Cert.  Royal  Sanitary 
Institute  and  Sanitary  Inspectors  Joint  Board,  Cert.  Inspn.  of  Meat  and 
other  Foods. 

Public  Health  Inspectors : 

A.  G.  BUTTERFIELD,  Cert.  P.  H.  I.  E.  B. 

D.  J.  GADSBY,  Dip.  P.H.I.E.B.,  Cert.  Smoke  Inspn.,  Cert.  Health  Eng. 
Student  Public  Health  Inspector:  A.  R.  PADDINGTON. 


General 

Area  of  District  (land  and  inland  water),  3,866  acres. 

Highest  Point  —  London  Road  at  Southern  boundary,  506.7ft. 
Lowest  Point  —  Near  River  Colne,  172.2  ft. 


Dwellings  and  Rateable  Value  (31st  March,  1969) 
Number  of  Total 

Separate  Dwellings  Rateable  Value 

7,616  £1,428,008 


Product  (est.)  of 
Penny  Rate 

£5,495 


Population  (Registrar  General’s  estimates  for  mid-year) 


1968  1967  1966 

1965 

1951 

1939 

24,750  24,310  24,120 

23,810 

16,060 

12,930 

Birth  Rate  Adjusted  live  births  per  1,000  of  population. 

(Com 

parability 

Factor  0.96.) 

1968  1967  1966 

1965 

1951 

1939 

15.17  14.02  15.4 

18.26 

15.1 

13.0 

Ratio  of  local  Birth  Rate  to  National 

Rate:  0.90 

Classification  of  Births  : 

(1968) 

(1967; 

)  (1966) 

Total  live  births  . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

391 

356 

381 

Illegitimate  live  births . 

. 

24 

11 

22 

Still  births...  . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

3 

2 

5 

Total  live  and  still  births 

♦  «  •  •  •  • 

394 

358 

386 

Still  Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  births) 

1968  1967  1966 

1965 

1951 

1939 

8.0  6.0  13.12 

20.11 

16.2 

35.7 

1 1  legitimate  Birth  Rate  (per  cent  total  births) 

1968  1967  1966 

1965 

1951 

1939 

6.1  3.07  5.8 

6.08 

0 

4.7 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  PERIODS  OF  LIFE  DURING  1968  IN  BUSHEY  URBAN  DISTRICT 
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Bushey  Urban  District 

NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
INCIDENCE  according  to  AGE  and  SEX  during  1968 


AGE 

Tuberculosis 

Respiratory 

Acute 

Pneumonia 

Infective 

Hepatitis 

Food 

Poisoning 

Meningococ¬ 
cal  Infection 

GROUPS 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0  -  4  .. 

1 

2 

3 

5-14 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

1 

— 

15  -  44 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

2 

— 

1 

45-64 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

65  and  over  . . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Age  unknown 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS 

8 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

7 

8 

1 

1 

No  cases  of  the  following  notifiable  diseases  were  notified  to  me  :- 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ;  paralytic  and  non-paralytic.  Diphtheria,  Smallpox,  Acute 
encephalitis  :  infective  and  post-  infectious.  Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid,  Oph¬ 
thalmia  neonatorum.  Plague,  M  aria.  Cholera,  Relapsing  fever.  Typhus  fever. 
Tuberculosis;  meninges  andC.N.S.,  or  Erysipelas. 


Month  of  occurrence  1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

Scarlet  fever 

_ 

__ 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Whooping  cough 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

4 

_ 

1 

2 

_ 

Measles 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

9 

14 

8 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Dysentery 

— 

2 

— 

3 

5 

— 

2 

— 

2 

6 

15 

28 

Food  poisoning 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

1 

5 

6 

3 

1 

— 

Tuberculosis 

respiratory 

2 

— 

2 

1 
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Bushey  Urban  District 


Deaths  203  persons  died  during  the  year,  (202  in  1967). 

Death  Rate 

(Comparability  Factor  1,15.)  Adjusted  number  of  deaths  per  1,000  population. 
1968  1967  1966  1965  1951  1939 

9.43  9.81  9.45  10.46  9.9  7.9 

Ratio  of  Local  Death  Rate  to  National  Rate:  0.79 

Infant  Deaths : 

14  infants  died  under  the  age  of  1  year 

(including)  9  "  "  . 4  weeks 

(including)  9  "  "  "  "  "  "  1  week 

3  infants  were  stillborn 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate 

(Number  of  deaths  under  age  of  1  year  per  1,000  livfe  births.) 

1968  1967  1966  1965  1951  1939 

36  8.43  10.5  9.01  37  48 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate 

(Still  births  plus  deaths  of  infants  under  1  week  per  1,000  total  births);  30 


REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

HOUSING  CONDITIONS 


1. 


0  , 
b, 

2. 

a, 

b, 

c, 

d, 

e, 

f, 


3. 


0, 

b, 


c, 


Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses 

Total  number  of  houses  inspected  (Public  Health  and  Housing 
cts)...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...113 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . 283 

Action  Taken 

Clearance  Areas  declared  ...  .  ...  _ 

Unfit  houses  included  in  a,  above  .  ...  _ 

Individual  houses  demolished . . 

Individual  houses  closed  .  2 

Parts  of  buildings  closed  . . 

Dwellings  rendered  fit  after:  — 

/.  Informal  action  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

a.  Formal  action  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


Overcrowding 

Cases  brought  forward  from  previous  year  .., 
Premises  found  to  be  overcrowded  during  the  year 
Cases  of  overcrowding  abated . 


4.  Certificates  of  Disrepair 

a,  Undertaking  by  landlord  —  Form  K 

b,  Certificates  issued  —  Form  L  ... 
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5.  Improvement  Grants 


a, 

Applications  made  (including  Standard  Grants  21) 

...  22 

b. 

Grants  made  after  completion  of  work  (including  Standard 

Grants  10) 

...  10 

6.  N 

umber  of  Houses  and  Flats  Erected  During  the  Year 

a , 

By  the  Local  Authority  .  . 

...  12 

b. 

By  other  Authorities  and  Organisations  . 

•  •  • 

c, 

By  private  persons  .  . 

...  288 

7.  Licensed  Caravan  Sites  in  Operation  on  the  31st  December,  1968 

a.  Number  of  licensed  sites  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

b.  Number  of  caravans  stationed  on  these  sites  ...  ...  ...  135 

This  Council’s  own  caravan  site  has  plots  for  68  caravans  and,  as  it  is 
situated  in  the  Watford  Rural  District,  is  not  included  above. 

Clearance  Areas 

No  properties  were  dealt  with  by  wav  of  clearance  area  procedure 
during  1968. 

Individua  I  Unfit  H  ouses 

The  Council  were  able  to  rehouse  the  tenants  of  two  unfit  properties 
during  the  year  and  this  made  it  possible  to  make  closing  orders  in  respect 
of  32A  Vale  Road  and  a  building  at  the  rear  of  4  Hilfield  Lane. 

There  now  remains  only  a  small  number  of  houses  that  are  known  to 
be  unfit  and  not  capable  of  repair  at  a  reasonable  cost.  It  is  anticipated 
that  when  further  Council  premises  become  available  in  1970,  it  will  be 
possible  to  deal  with  most  of  these  unfit  properties. 

Premises  Repairable  at  Reasonable  Cost 

Nine  informal  notices  and  two  formal  notices  were  served  on  owners 
requiring  repairs  to  be  carried  out.  It  was  not  necessary  to  take  any 
further  action  concerning  enforcement. 

A  number  of  repairs  have  been  carried  out  by  owners,  usually  owner/ 
occupiers,  where  applications  have  been  received  for  improvement  grants, 
otherwise,  only  a  few  complaints  were  received  from  occupiers  concerning 
conditions  of  tenanted  property. 

Certificates  of  Disrepair 

No  applications  for  certificates  of  disrepair  were  received  during  the 
year,  and  in  fact  no  single  enquiry  was  made  concerning  this  procedure. 

Improvement  Grants 

Although  the  number  of  applications  received  in  1968  were  nearly 
double  those  of  the  previous  year,  this  does  not  indicate  any  trend  as 
the  total  numbers  are  so  small.  It  is  felt  that  this  increase  was  the  result 
of  inspections  and  reinspections  that  have  been  made  in  the  two  pro¬ 
posed  improvement  areas. 

Caravan  Sites 

Extensive  works  on  one  large  site  that  were  mentioned  in  the  last 
report  were  completed  during  the  year,  otherwise  there  was  no  change  in 
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the  situation  concerning  caravan  sites  in  Bushey. 

All  vacancies  on  the  Council’s  site  at  Brookside,  Eastbury  Road, 
Watford,  were  again  allocated  to  persons  on  the  waiting  list.  Owing  to 
the  shortness  of  this  list,  the  Council  decided  to  amend  the  qualifications 
for  admittance  to  the  waiting  list  which  are  now  as  follows 

Applicants  must  either  — 

1 .  have  lived  within  the  Urban  District  for  a  continuous  period  of  at 
least  six  months  up  to  and  including  the  date  of  application; 

2.  have  previously  lived  in  the  Urban  District  for  a  continuous  period 
of  at  least  three  years; 

3.  have  worked  in  the  Urban  District  for  a  continuous  period  of  at  least 
one  year  up  to  and  including  the  date  of  application. 

This  has  resulted  in  a  small  increase  in  the  number  of  applications 
and  at  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  35  on  the  waiting  list,  15  of  whom 
were  living  in  caravans  on  sites  in  Bushey. 

The  site  operated  by  Hertfordshire  County  Council  for  itinerant  caravan 
dwellers  accommodates  up  to  27  caravans.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year 
certain  unauthorised  itinerants  stationed  their  vans  on  the  site  and  there 
was  a  deterioration  of  standards  particularly  regarding  general  tidiness  and 
the  accumulation  of  metal  and  rubbish.  This  resulted  in  the  County  Council 
having  to  take  a  very  firm  line  regarding  this  abuse  by  the  itinerant  caravan 
dwellers.  Again  it  is  necessary  to  mention  that  constant  pressure  has  to 
be  exerted  on  itinerant  dwellers  who  tend  to  move  on  to  greenswards  or 
similar  areas  in  Bushey  often  claiming,  without  any  foundation,  that  they 
are  waiting  for  a  plot  on  the  County  site. 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  within  the  District. 


WATER  SUPPLY 


Domestic  Supply 

The  District  is  supplied  with  water  by  the  Colne  Valley  Water  Company 
and,  except  for  one  house  which  has  its  own  bore  hole,  all  premises  have 
a  mains  internal  water  supply. 

Ten  samples  of  water  were  taken  and  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination  and  all  were  satisfactory. 


Swimming  Pools 

Twenty-four  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  the  Council’s  swimming 
pool  and  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination.  Two  samples  were 
not  up  to  the  required  standard,  but  repeat  samples  proved  satisfactory. 
Mechanical  chlorination  is  continuous,  the  water  is  heated  and  is  tested 
for  free  chlorine  at  frequent  intervals  during  the  day  when  the  pool  is  in 
use. 

Samples  were  also  taken  from  two  private  school  swimming  pools  and 
one  private  swimming  pool  on  a  new  estate.  Eight  of  these  samples  were 
submitted  for  examination,  one  of  which  was  not  satisfactory.  The  cause 
of  this  unsatisfactory  sample  was  due  to  a  short  breakdown  in  the  chlor¬ 
ination  plant. 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 


Public  Conveniences 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  number  of  public  conveniences  in 
Bushey  or  the  facilities  provided  therein.  Vandalism  and  mis-use  still 
occur  and  it  is  most  unfortunate  that  it  is  necessary  to  repeatedly  report 
upon  this. 


Dwellings  not  Connected 

Cesspool  emptying  is  under  the  control  of  the  CounciTs  Engineer  and 
Surveyor  and  he  has  kindly  supplied  the  following  information  for  the  year 
1968: 


Number  of  cesspools  emptied 
Number  of  emptyings 
Number  of  loads  removed 
Number  of  gallons  removed 


27 

434 

808 

816,800 


Three  premises:-  “Cherries’^,  Hartspring  Lane;  Winfields  Caravan 
Site,  Hartspring  Lane  and  the  National  Canine  Defence  League,  Sandy 
Land,  were  all  connected  to  main  drainage  and  the  cesspools  dispensed 
with. 


Drain  Testing  and  Clearing 

New  and  Altered  Drainage  Systems 

Inspections  —  number  of  tests  made  742 

Council  Houses 

Number  of  obstructions  cleared  by  the  Department .  88 

Number  of  houses  affected  .  126 

Private  Houses 

Number  of  obstructions  cleared  by  the  Department .  109 

Number  of  houses  affected  ...  216 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

Refuse  Collection 

There  was  no  change  in  the  vehicles  or  types  of  vehicles  used  for 
collection,  there  being  three  rear  loading  compression  type  vehicles  in 
full  time  use,  and  the  service  has  been  maintained  at  a  satisfactory  level 
throughout  the  year.  The  number  of  complaints  received  is  similar  to  those 
received  during  1967.  The  number  of  requests  received  for  the  removal  of 
additional  refuse  was  223  and  this  resulted  in  the  removal  of  64  beds  and 
mattresses,  together  with  many  other  unwanted  articles.  In  July,  1968, 
facilities  were  made  available  by  the  Council  at  their  depot  in  Bournehall 
Lane  for  residents  to  dispose  of  unwanted  refuse  providing  they  convey 
this  to  the  Depot  between  8  am.  to  12  noon  and  2  pm.  to  4  pm.  Monday  to 
F riday  or  9  am.  to  12  noon  on  Saturdays. 

Refuse  Disposal 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  disposal  arrangements,  refuse  being 
deposited  on  a  private  tip  at  Moor  Mills  some  six  miles  away  from  Bushey. 
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Bushey  Urban  District 


Food  Condemned 

Meat,  Carcase  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21bs. 

Meat,  Canned  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  601bs. 

Meat,  Cooked  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Fish  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Other  Foods  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1091bs. 

together  with  approximately  110  lbs.  of  frozen  food  damaged  as  the  result 
of  the  failure  of  refrigerators.  All  unsound  food  is  disposed  of  by  burying. 

The  number  of  complaints  received  concerning  food  that  was  unfit, 
out  of  condition  or  containing  foreign  materials  was  similar  to  the  number 
received  in  the  previous  year.  The  following  is  a  list  of  these  complaints, 
together  with  the  action  taken 


Steak  and  kidney  pie 
Pork  sausages 
Pork  luncheon  meat 
Milk  bottle 
Sausages 
Frozen  eclairs 
Milk  bottle 

Milk 

F rozen  peas 
Frozen  chips 
Crumpets 
Milk  bottle 


Piece  of  rubber  —  warning  letter  to  manufacturers. 
Mould  —  warning  letter  to  manufacturers. 

Decomposed  —  warning  letter  to  manufacturers. 

Dirty  condition  —  Bottlers  informed. 

Mould  —  retailer  fined  £10  0  Od  and  £6  6  Od  costs. 
Mould  —  warning  letter  to  retailers  and  manufacturers. 
Dirty  condition  —  referred  to  Local  Authority  where 
milk  was  bottled. 

Sour  —  warning  letter  to  retailers. 

Discolouration  —  retailers  and  manufacturers  informed. 
Cigarette  end  —  warning  letter  to  manufacturers. 

Mould  —  No  action  possible  owing  to  lapse  of  time. 
Dirty  condition  —  referred  to  Local  Authority  where 
milk  was  bottled.  Dairy  fined  £30  0  Od.  plus  costs. 


Slaughterhouses 

There  are  no  slaughterhouses  within  the  District  and  no  casual  slaught¬ 
ering  took  place  during  1968. 


Poultry  Processing  Premises 

There  are  no  poultry  processing  premises  within  the  District. 


Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960 

The  following  table  shows  the  type  and  numbers  of  food  premises  in 
the  district.  The  columns  lettered  give  the  below-mentioned  information 

(a)  The  number  of  premises. 

(b)  The  number  of  premises  fitted  to  comply  with  Regulation  16  (pro¬ 
vision  of  washand  basins). 

(c)  The  number  of  premises  to  which  Regulation  19  applies  (facilities  for 
washing  food  and  equipment). 

(d)  The  number  of  premises  fitted  to  comply  with  Regulation  19. 

(e)  The  number  of  inspections  made. 


Food  Premises  : 

a 

b 

c 

d 

e 

Bakehouses 

4 

4 

4 

4 

11 

Butchers 

...  14 

14 

14 

14 

34 

Cafes  and  Restaurants 

7 

7 

7 

7 

56 

Canteens,  factory 

...  14 

14 

14 

14 

30 

Canteens,  school 

...  18 

18 

18 

18 

40 
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Fish  and  Chip  shops 

2 

2 

2 

2 

7 

Fishmongers 

3 

3 

3 

3 

5 

Greengrocers 

11 

11 

9 

9 

17 

Grocers,  retail 

18 

18 

18 

18 

42 

Hospitals  and  Nursing  Homes 

6 

6 

6 

6 

7 

Hotels  and  Guest  Houses 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Public  Houses 

18 

18 

18 

18 

47 

Licensed  Clubs 

7 

7 

7 

7 

16 

Mobile  Food  Premises  (excluding  ice  cream 

vendors) 

5 

— 

— 

— 

8 

Miscellaneous  Premises  (sweets,  etc.) 

23 

23 

12 

12 

30 

Sweet  Manufacturer 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Registered  Premises  included  above  : 

Cooked  meats  and  preserved  food 

14 

Ice  Cream  retailers 

29 

Dairies 


The  following  contraventions  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  were 
remedied 


Personal  Cleanliness 

Sanitary  Conveniences  : 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Defective 

(c)  Dirty 

Premises : 

(a)  Dirty  Condition 

(b)  Defective 

Washing  Fad  lilies  : 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Defective 

(c)  Dirty 

(d)  Absence  of  soap  etc. 

Equipment : 

(a)  Dirty  condition 

(b)  Defective  or  insufficient 


4 

3 


8 

8 


1 

2 

2 


3 

7 


Milk  Supply 

There  are  eleven  distributors  and  one  dairy  on  the  register.  Very  small 
quantities  of  bottled  milk  are  sold  from  general  stores  in  Bushey,  while 
the  one  distributing  machine  which  was  previously  in  operation  within  the 
District  has  been  removed  owing  to  constant  vandalism. 

Ice-  Cream 

Twenty-eight  retail  premises  are  registered,  all  being  supplied  by 
large  manufacturers  of  ice-cream.  There  is  no  manufacturer  in  the  District. 
Twenty- five  samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  and 
the  bacteriologist  placed  these  in  the  following  grades  :- 

Grade  1  ...  ...  ...  22 

Grade  2  ...  ...  ...  2 

Grade  3  ...  ...  ...  1 

Grade  4  ...  ...  ...  — 
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Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  -  Sampling 

Bushey  Urban  District  Council  is  not  a  sampling  authority  under  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Acts.  Routine  Sampling  has  been  carried  out  by  the 
County  Council,  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  the  following  details. 

Milk  Samples  :  11  Genuine 

Nil  Not  Genuine 

Other  Samples  :  21  Genuine 

Nil  Not  Genuine 

Details : 

Whisky;  2  Rum;  3  Pork  sausages;  Swedish  lemon  cream  wafers;  Spaghetti 
sauce;  Sponge  roll  with  real  strawberries;  Coffee;  Dutch  onion  chutney; 
dressed  crab;  Honeycomb  mould  mix;  Batter  and  Pancake  mix;  Beef  dinner; 
Milkshake  syrup;  Rich  fruit  malt  cake;  Table  jelly;  Toasty  grills;  Essence 
of  rennet;  Tea  cake. 

Thirteen  of  the  milk  samples  taken  in  Watford  Rural  District  originated 
from  a  depot  in  Bushey. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS 

Rodent  Control 

The  work  done  during  the  year  under  the  1949  Act  is  recorded  in  the 
following  table 


Properties  other  than  Sewers 

Non- 

Agri  cultural 

Agricultural 

Number  of  properties  in  district 

8352 

27 

Total  number  of  properties  (including 
nearby  premises)  inspected  following 
notification 

411 

3 

Number  infested  by  (a)  Rats 

343 

3 

(b)  Mice 

29 

1 

Total  number  of  properties  inspected 
for  rats  and/or  mice  for  reasons  other 
than  notification 

433 

1 

Number  infested  by  (a)  Rats 

20 

— 

(b)  Mice 

— 

— 

Surface  Properties 

There  was  a  slight  increase  in  the  number  of  infestations  reported 
and  all  these  were  satisfactorily  dealt  with  by  the  Council.  No  block 
control  schemes  were  carried  out  during  the  year  and  no  legal  proceedings 
were  found  necessary.  Disinfestation  work  at  dwelling  houses  is  carried 
out  free  of  charge,  while  there  are  four  contracts  with  occupiers  where 
disinfestation  is  carried  out  on  business  premises. 

Insects  and  other  pests 

Forty  premises  were  treated  for  various  insect  infestations  including 
bed  bugs  (8),  ants  (26),  ear-wigs,  cockroaches,  flies  and  silver  fish. 
Thirty-four  wasps  nests  were  destroyed  at  the  request  of  householders. 
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In  the  case  of  bed-bugs,  six  occurred  in  the  same  street  and  were  no 
doubt  due  to  the  movement  of  persons  and  furniture  from  one  house  to 
another.  In  seven  of  these  cases  the  initial  treatment  appeared  to  be 
satisfactory,  but  it  was  necessary  in  one  case  to  repeat  the  treatment. 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

The  two  volumetric  smoke  machines,  one  sited  at  the  Council  Offices 
and  the  other  at  the  offices  of  the  Colne  Valley  Water  Company,  were  in 
continuous  operation  throughout  the  year,  daily  readings  being  submitted 
together  with  weather  reports  to  the  Warren  Spring  Laboratory  of  the 
Ministry  of  Technology.  In  October  a  new  catalytic  reforming  plant  at 
Watford  Gas  Works  was  brought  into  use  and  in  due  course  it  will  be 
interesting  to  examine  the  records  to  ascertain  the  effect  this  has  had 
on  local  atmospheric  pollution.  Charts  showing  the  levels  of  pollution 
have  been  kept  and  these  will  be  published  when  sufficient  information 
is  available.  The  Colne  Valley  Water  Company’s  co-operation  in  permitting 
the  apparatus  to  be  installed  on  their  premises  and  the  assistance  they 
are  able  to  give  regarding  daily  attention  is  greatly  appreciated. 

Five  notices  were  received  concerning  the  installation  of  small  boiler 
plants,  these  installations  having  the  total  output  of  1,424,000  B.Th.U/hr. 


OFFICES  AND  SHOPS 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 

During  1968  there  were  ten  additions  to  the  Register  and  nineteen 
deletions.  These  changes  and  alterations  were  usually  reported  by  the 
District  Inspectors  as  few  occupiers  notify  the  department  regarding 
changes  that  have  taken  place.  The  increase  in  the  number  of  employees 
was  mainly  due  to  a  large  office  opening  in  the  district. 

General  Inspections 

When  premises  are  newly  registered  it  is  the  practice  to  make  a  general 
inspection  and  this  has  been  done  in  most  cases  except  those  that  first 
registered  at  the  end  of  the  year.  A  routine  system  of  general  inspections 
has  now  been  put  into  operation  and  this  should  ensure  that  all  registered 
premises  receive  one  general  inspection  every  three  years. 

Contraventions 

These  mainly  concerned  the  provision  of  thermometers,  first  aid  boxes 
and  abstracts  together  with  a  number  of  first  aid  boxes  the  contents  of 
which  had  not  been  replaced  after  use. 

Accidents 

Three  accidents  were  reported  during  the  year. 

One  concerned  a  servery  assistant  in  a  local  dairy  who  slipped,  fell  and 
broke  his  hip.  There  appeared  to  be  no  apparent  cause  for  this  accident. 
In  the  second  case,  a  shop  assistant  strained  his  back  while  lifting  goods, 
while  the  third  accident  concerned  an  employee  who  overbalanced  when 
on  a  ladder. 
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Statistical  Information 

Statistical  information  required  by  the  Minister  of  Labour  is  as  follows  - 


Registration 


Number  of  Premises  Number  of  Premises 
newly  registered  on  the  Register  at 

during  the  year  the  end  of  1968 


Offices  ......  6  49 

Retail  shops  ...  4  77 

Wholesale  shops,  warehouses  —  1 

Catering  Establishments  open 

to  the  public,  canteens  —  6 

Fuel  storage  depots  —  _ 

10  133 


Number  of  General  Inspections 

Offices  ...  ...  15 

Retail  shops  ...  32 

Wholesale  shops,  warehouses  — 

Catering  Establishments  open 

to  the  public,  canteens  — 

Fuel  storage  depots  — 


Number  of  visits  of  all  kinds 

(including  general  inspections)  319 


Number  of  Employees 

Males 

Females 

T  otal 

Offices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

221 

205 

426 

Retail  shops 

105 

201 

306 

Wholesale  shops,  warehouses 

23 

23 

46 

Catering  Establishments  open  to  the  public, 
canteens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

20 

33 

53 

369 

462 

831 

Result  of  Inspections  —  1968 


PremI  ses 

No.  of 
inspec¬ 
tions 

No.  found 
satisfac¬ 
tory 

No.  found 
unsatisfac¬ 
tory 

Unsati  s- 
factory 
condition  s 
remedied 

No.  of  con¬ 
traventions 
involved 

Offices 

15 

7 

8 

7 

11 

Retail  shops 

32 

9 

23 

15 

24 

Catering 

Establishments 

1 

3 

Warehouses 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Fuel  storage 
depots 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

47 

16 

31 

23 

38 

T 
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Analysis  of  Contraventions  remedied  during  the  year. 


Premi  ses 

Heating 

No 

Thermometers 

Sanitary 
Conven  iences 

Washing 
fad  lities 

Offices 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Retail  shops 

1 

2 

1 

2 

Catering 

Establishments 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Totals 

1 

4 

1 

3 

Premi  ses 

Drinking  water 

First  Aid 

A  bstract 
not  provided 

Defective 

Stairways 

Offices 

— 

2 

7 

— 

Retail  shops 

1 

6 

10 

1 

Catering 

Establishments 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Totals 

1 

9 

18 

1 

The  number  of  Inspectors  appointed  under  the  Act  was  three.  No  other 
staff  were  engaged,  for  most  of  their  time,  on  work  in  connection  with  the 
Act. 


Shops  Act,  1950 

No  complaints  were  received  concerning  any  contraventions  and  no 
special  inspections  have  been  carried  out.  The  Public  Health  Inspectors, 
however,  when  visiting  various  shop  premises  in  connection  with  their 
many  other  duties,  checked  on  the  various  provisions  of  the  Act,  and 
found  no  contraventions. 

ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  FACTORIES  ACTS. 


1.—  Inspections  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

1 

l 

Premises 

(1) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

notices 

(4) 

( 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  en¬ 
forced  by  Local  Authorities 

1 

1 

(ii)  F  actories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority  .. 

66 

74 

1 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Sec¬ 
tion  7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out  - 
workers’  premises) . 

10 

32 

TOTAL 

77 

107 

1 

— 
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2.  — Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 

Particulars 

(1) 

F  ound 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Refe 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

“rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

(5) 

which  prose¬ 
cutions  were 
instituted 

(6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  insufficient . 

— 

_ 

— 

( b)  unsuitable  ordefective 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 
(not  including  offence  re¬ 
lating  to  Outwork) 

2 

2 

TOTAL 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

3  —  Outworkers 

Section  133  (!)•  No  copies  of  lists  showing  outworkers  employed  were 
received  from  employers  in  the  district  during  the  year. 

Section  133  (2).  Notifications  were  received  from  other  Authorities  con¬ 
cerning  5  outworkers  who  are  employed  in  this  district. 

Section  134.  No  outworkers  were  found  to  be  working  in  unwholesome 
premises,  or  suffering  from  infectious  disease. 

There  was  no  material  change  in  the  number  of  premises  on  the  register 
of  factories.  All  premises  have  been  visited  at  least  once  during  the  year, 
and  the  few  minor  contraventions  found  were  remedied  without  the  need  for 
any  formal  action. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Di  sinfection 

Two  wards  at  the  Bushey  and  District  Hospital  were  disinfected 
during  the  year. 

Noise  Abatement  Act,  1960 

Three  complaints  were  received  during  the  year.  One  concerned  a 
factory  where  adjoining  residents  complained  when  the  factory  windows 
were  opened.  This  case  was  referred  to  in  last  year’s  report.  The  second 
case  referred  to  noise  caused  by  machinery  on  a  building  site,  which 
was  reduced  to  an  acceptable  level  with  the  co-operation  of  the  builders. 
The  other  case  concerned  a  high  pitched  noise  probably  from  a  factory 
and  mainly  occurring  during  the  night  time.  Investigations  into  this  were 
proceeding  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Rag  Flock  and  other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951 

The  only  registered  establishment  closed  down  during  the  year. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

There  is  one  ‘‘pet  shop”  where  the  licensed  occupiers  sell  a  small 
number  of  fish,  birds  and  small  mammals.  Regular  inspections  have  been 
made  and  no  contraventions  reported. 
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Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act,  1963 

Seven  licenses  were  in  operation  at  the  end  of  the  year,  total  kennel 
accommodation  available  being  for  450  dogs  and  132  cats.  Each  of  the 
premises  have  been  inspected  by  the  Council’s  veterinary  surgeon  at 
least  once  during  the  year,  and  by  the  Council’s  Public  Health  Inspectors 
on  a  number  of  occasions.  No  contraventions  of  the  licensing  conditions 
were  reported. 

Riding  Establishments  Act,  1964 

There  was  no  change  in  the  three  riding  establishments  situated  within 
the  District,  where  a  total  of  48  horses  are  kept  for  hire.  Regular  visits 
are  made  by  the  Council’s  veterinary  surgeon  and  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors,  no  contraventions  of  the  licenses  being"  reported. 

Scrap  Metal  Dealers  Act,  1964 

The  majority  of  persons  whose  names  have  been  entered  on  the  register 
were  required  by  the  Act  to  re-register  during  the  year.  Two  dealers 
have  scrap  metal  stores  within  the  District  which  have  been  re-registered 
while  eighteen  itinerant  dealers  all  living  on  the  County  Council’s  ‘‘gypsy” 
caravan  site  have  been  registered. 

Home  Safety 

A  small  exhibition  was  again  staged  at  the  annual  Bushey  Horticultural 
Society’s  show.  Every  opportunity  is  taken  to  make  available  suitable 
pamphlets  and  posters  concerning  the  various  facets  of  Home  Safety. 
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Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  (from  April  1968):  Councillor 
J.  M.  ELLIS,  (Chairman);  Councillor  Dr.  E.  W.  R.  FAIRLEY,  (Vice- 
Chairman);  Councillor  M.  J.  GRAY;  Councillor  E.  F.  GRIFFIN:  Councillor 
Lady  A.  L.  T.  LEWIS;  Councillor  G.  E.  RAY;  Councillor  R.  A.  SHEPHERD; 
Councillor  W.  THOMAS,  J.P.;  Councillor  G.  A.  WILSON. 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  (and  Surveyor)  —  W.  E.  HANDS.  Cert.  Royal 
Sanitary  Institute  and  Sanitary  Inspectors  Joint  Board.  Cert.  Inspn. 
of  Meat  and  other  Foods. 

Public  Health  Inspector  (and  Deputy  Surveyor)  —  E.  B.  MILLER,  Cert. 
P.H.I.E.B.  Cert.  Inspection  of  Meat  and  other  Foods. 


General 

Area  of  District  (land  and  inland  water),  2,055  acres. 

Highest  Point  —  Near  water  tower  at  the  Swillett,  410.6  ft. 

Lowest  Point  —  Junction  of  Meadow  Way  and  Belfry  Lane,  160.3  ft. 


Dwellings  and  Rateable  Val 

ue  (31st  March,  1969) 

Number  of 
Separate  Dwellings 

Total 

Rateable  Value 

Product  (est.)  of 
Penny  Rate 

2,514 

£443,612 

£1,970 

Population  (  Registrar  General’s  estimates  for  mid-year) 

1968  1967 

7,950  7,730 

1966  1965 

7,670  7,590 

1951 

4,480 

1939 

3,775 

Birth  Rate  Adjusted  live  births  per  1,000  of  population : (Comparability 


Factor  1.05) 


1968  1967 

1966 

1965 

1951 

1939 

9.24  10.8 

10.8 

11.62 

12.5 

9.0 

Ratio  of  local  Birth  Rate  to  National  Rate:  0.55 

Classification  of  Births: 

(1968) 

(1967) 

(1966) 

Total  live  births  . 

70 

80 

78 

Illegitimate  live  births  ... 

*  •  •  •  •  • 

8 

3 

4 

Still  births  . 

*  *  •  •  •  » 

2 

0 

1 

Total  live  and  stillbirths 

... 

72 

80 

79 

Still  Birth  Rate  (Per  1,000  total,  live  and  still  births) 

1968  1967 

1966 

1965 

1951 

1939 

28.0  0 

12.82 

24.39 

12.2 

55.9 
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Illegitimate  Birth  Rate  (Per  cent  live  births) 

1968  1967  1966  1965  1951  1939 

11.1  3.75  5.12  1.2  0  2.9 

NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


INCIDENCE  according  go  AGE  and  SEX  during  1968 


AGE 

GROUPS 

Measles 

Whooping 

Cough 

F  ood 

Poisoning 

Infective 

Hepatitis 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0-1  .. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1  -  2  .. 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3-4  .. 

1 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5-9  .. 

2 

2 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

10  -  14  .. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

15  -  24  .. 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25  and  over  . . 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Age  unknown  . . 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS 

7 

9 

3 

5 

1 

— 

2 

1 

No  cases  of  the  following  notifiable  diseases  were  notified  to  me:- 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  paralytic  and  non-paralytic,  Meningococcal  infection, 
Acute  pneumonia.  Scarlet  fever.  Diphtheria,  Smallpox,  Acute  encephalitis  : 
infective  and  post-infectious  Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid,  Puerperal  pyrexia, 
Opthalmia  neonatorum.  Plague,  Malaria,  Cholera,  Relapsing  fever.  Typhus 
fever.  Tuberculosis:  respiratory,  other,  meninges  and  C.N.S.,  Dysentery  or 
Erysipelas. 


Month  of  occurrence 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

Measles 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

8 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Whooping  cough 

3 

2 

Food  poisoning 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Infective  hepatitis 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Deaths  65  persons  died  during  the  year  (50  in  1967) 


Death  Rate  Adjusted  per  1,000  of  population.  (Comparability  Factor  1.12) 

1968  1967  1966  1965  1951  1939 

8.86  7.3  7.5  9.01  8.5  9.6 

Ratio  of  local  Death  Rate  to  National  Rate:  0.74 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate 

(Number  of  deaths  under  age  of  1  year  per  1,000  live  births) 

1968  1967  1966  1965  1951  1939 

14  0  25.6  24.4  0  29 
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Chorleywood  Urban  District 
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Chorleywood  Urban  District 

REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


HOUSING  CONDITIONS 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses 

a,  Total  number  of  houses  inspected  (Public  Health  or  Housing 

Acf  s)  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

b,  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . 


47 

102 


2.  Action  Token 

a,  Clearance  Areas  declared .  ...  — 

b,  Unfit  houses  included  in  a,  above  .  — 

c,  Individual  houses  demolished  .  — 

d,  Individual  houses  closed .  — 

e,  Parts  of  buildings  closed .  — 

f,  Dwellings  rendered  fit  after  :  — 

I,  Informal  action  .  7 

II,  Formal  action  .  1 


3.  Overcrowding 

a,  Cases  brought  forward  from  previous  year . 

b,  Premises  found  to  be  overcrowded  during  the  year 

c,  Cases  of  overcrowding  abated . 


4.  Certificates  of  Disrepair 

0,  Certificates  of  Disrepair,  issued  .  — 

b,  Certificates  of  Disrepair,  cancelled .  — 

c.  Certificates  of  Disrepair,  proposed  to  issue  .  — 

5.  Improvement  Grants 

a,  Applications  made  .  5 

b,  Grants  made,  ‘‘Standard*’  4,  “Discretionary”  Nil  .  4 

6.  Number  of  Houses  and  Flats  Erected  During  the  Year 

a,  By  the  Local  Authority  .  — 

b,  By  other  Authorities  and  Organisations  .  — 

c,  By  private  persons  .  34 


WATER  SUPPLY 

The  water  supply  of  the  District  is  provided  by  the  Rickmansworth 
and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company.  Regular  sampling  of  the  local  supply 
is  carried  out  by  the  Company  and  all  samples  taken  throughout  the  year 
have  been  satisfactory. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 


PubI  ic  Conveniences 

The  Council  provides  public  conveniences  for  Men  and  Women  on  Road 
A. 404  opposite  Chorleywood  Common;  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  in  order  to 
reduce  vandalism  these  conveniences  are  closed  at  dusk. 
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Dwellings  not  connected  to  the  Public  Sewer 

There  are  41  properties  in  the  District  which  are  not  connected  to  the 
public  sewer. 

The  sewer  is  physically  available  to  serve  14  of  these  properties,  7 
properties  are  drained  by  small  scale  sewerage  disposal  plants  and  the 
remaining  20  properties  cannot  at  the  moment  be  connected  to  the  sewer. 

During  the  year  under  review  no  houses  which  had  previously  been 
drained  to  a  cesspool  were  connected  to  the  sewer. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

Refuse  Collection 

Refuse  collection  is  carried  out  by  direct  labour.  Two  vehicles  were 
in  use  during  the  year,  and  a  third  vehicle  was  purchased  at  the  end  of 
the  year,  all  18  cu.yds.  dual  tip  vehicles.  Six  men  maintain  a  7-day  collect¬ 
ion  service.  A  bonus  scheme  is  operated  by  the  Council. 

Disposal  is  by  means  of  controlled  tipping  at  a  tip  situated  at  Wapseys 
Wood  Pit,  Gerrards  Cross.  In  co-operation  with  the  Amersham  Rural  District 
Council,  all  refuse  is  dumped  in  the  first  instance  at  their  London  Road 
Depot  and  is  then  conveyed  by  means  of  bulk  transporters  to  the  Gerrards 
Cross  tip. 

Bulky  Litter  Collection 

A  heavy  litter  collection  has  been  in  operation  for  the  past  six  years. 
The  object  of  this  service  is  to  give  facilities  to  householders  to  get  rid 
of  accumulations  of  heavy  litter.  This  service  is  free  and  is  operated  by 
the  normal  refuse  collection  staff  on  Saturday  mornings;  it  is  a  ‘‘Special 
Service”  and  not  more  than  one  collection  is  made  from  any  one  property 
during  the  year.  There  is  a  great  demand  for  the  “Service”  and  it  appears 
to  be  greatly  appreciated  by  the  ratepayers. 

In  spite  of  the  “Special  Collection”,  bulky  refuse  is  still  occasionally 
dumped  on  open  spaces  and  in  hedgerows  in  the  district.  Offenders  are 
difficult  to  trace,  but  this  problem  should  be  reduced  with  the  passing  of 
the  Civic  Amenities  Act  1967  which  now  requires  all  Local  Authorities 
to  provide  disposal  facilities. 

Slaughtering  and  Meat  Inspection 

No  animals  were  slaughtered  in  the  District  during  the  year  under  review. 

Food  Sampling 

Chorleywood  Urban  District  is  not  a  sampling  authority  under  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Acts.  Routine  Sampling  has  been  carried  out  by  the  County 
Council,  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  the  following  details  :- 

Milk  17  Genuine  Others  1  Genuine 

ni  /  Not  Genuine  1  Not  Genuine 

Details  :- 

Genuine:  Cheese  spread;  Gateau;  Dairy  cream;  Home  style  fudge; 
Grapefruit  juice;  French  dressing;  Barley  sugar. 
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Not  Genuine:  Low-fat  spread.  (Claim  as  to  presence  of  vitamins 

not  accompanied  by  declaration  of  amounts  per 
unit  quantity.  Manufacturers  advised  as  to  legal 
requirements.) 


Food  Premises 


Routine  inspections  were  continued  of  food  premises  in  the  District 
and  every  effort  was  made  to  encourage  food  handlers  to  maintain  care  in 
their  work. 

The  following  table  sets  out  the  number  and  type  of  food  premises  in 
the  district,  together  with  the  number  of  inspections  made 


Type  of  business 


Number  in 
District 


Number  of 
In  spections  made 


Bakehouses .  ...  ..  1 

Butchers .  3 

Canteens,  Factory .  1 

Canteens,  School .  4 

Fishmongers .  1 

Grocers  Retail  .  5 

Hotels  and  Guest  Houses  ••  ••  1 

Public  Houses  ••  7 

Licensed  Clubs  .  3 

Miscellaneous  Premises 

(sweets,  etc.) .  5 


Ice  Cream 


2 

5 

1 

2 

1 

8 

5 

8 

2 

4 


There  are  no  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  ice  cream. 
Nine  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  wrapped  ice  cream  only. 


RODENT  CONTROL 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 


Local 

Authority 

Depots, 

etc. 

Dwelling 

Houses 

Agri¬ 

cultural 

All  other 
incl. 

Business  & 
Industry 

Total 

1.  Total  No.  of  properties  in  L.  A. ’s 
district  . 

— 

2 

— 

2500 

13 

261 

2776 

2.  No.  of  properties  inspected  by 

L.  A.  as  a  result 
a,  of  notification . 

a,  - 

83 

83 

b,  otherwise . 

b,  - 

— 

— 

3.  No.  of  properties  (under  2)  found 
to  be  i  nfected  by  rats 
a.  Major  . 

a,  - 

b.  Minor  . 

b,  - 

82 

— 

— 

82 

4.  No.  of  properties  (under  2)  found 
to  be  infested  by  mice 
a.  Major  . 

a,  - 

b.  Minor  . 

b,  - 

1 

— 

— 

1 

5.  No.  of  infested  properties  (under 
3  &  4)  treated  by  the  L.  A . 

— 

83 

— 

— 

83 

6.  No.  of  notices  served  under  Sec¬ 
tion  4  for 

a.  Treatment  . 

a,  - 

b,  Structural  Works 

b,- 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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1.  Number  of  cases  in  which  default  action  was  taken  by  L.A.  following 
issue  of  notice  under  S.4  — 0. 

8.  Legal  Proceedings  —  0. 

9.  Number  of  ‘‘block  control”  schemes  carried  out  —  0. 

Ten  complaints  were  received  regarding  wasps  and  10 nests  were  destroyed. 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 

Below  is  given  an  analysis  of  the  annual  return  of  premises  registered 
by  the  L.A,  under  the  Act:- 


Type  of  premises  registered 

Offices . 

Retail  Shops . 

Wholesale  Shops  and  Warehouses 
Catering  Establishments  open  to  the  public, 

Canteens .  . 

Fuel  Storage  Depots  . 


No.  of  No.  of  persons  No.  of 
premises  employed  inspections 
10  63  6 

15  60  12 


3  26  1 


Two  accidents  were  notified  to  the  Local  Authority  during  the  year. 
One  concerned  a  barmaid  who  slipped  and  twisted  her  knee,  and  the  other 
a  cook  who  cut  his  wrist  and  first  finger  whilst  sharpening  a  kitchen  knife. 


ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 

1.  Inspections  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

on 

Register 

(3) 

Inspections 

(4) 

Written 

notices 

(5) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(6) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  en= 
forced  by  L.A.  . 

1 

1 

(ii)  F actories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  L.A . 

14 

8 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Sec¬ 
tion  7  is  enforced  by  the  L.A. 
(excluding  outworkers’ 
premises)  . 

TOTAL 

15 

9 

— 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found  :  nil. 

3.  Outworkers,  S.llO(i) (c) Number,  1.  Notices,  etc.  :  nil. 
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RICKMANSWORTH  URBAN  DISTRICT 

Members  of  the  Housing  and  Public  Health  Committee  (from  April,  1968): 
Councillor  A.  W.  HAUCK  (Chairman);  Councillor  G.  THOMAS  (Vice- 
Chairman);  Councillor  J.  F.  EWINGTON;  Councillor  W.  FALCON;  Council¬ 
lor  C.  R.  FENTON,  O.B.E.,  Councillor  R.  J.  FIRMIN;  Councillor  C.  J. 
P'ORD;  Councillor  F.  J.  S.  HALL;  Councillor  J.  A.  G.  L.  SMITH. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  —  C.  R.  ALEXANDER.  Cert.  Royal  Sanitary 
Institute  and  Sanitary  Inspectors  Joint  Board.  Cert.  Inspn.  of  Meat  and 
other  Foods. 

Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  —  F.  KEENE.  Cert.  S.I.J.B.,  Cert. 
Inspn.  Meat  and  other  Foods.  Cert.  Smoke  Inspn. 

Public  Health  Inspector  —  W.  HUMBER.  Cert.  S.I.J.B.,  Cert.  Inspection  of 
Meat  and  other  Foods. 


General 

Area  (land  and  inland  water),  7,639  acres. 

Highest  Point  —  Long  Lane  at  junction  with  Chorleywood  boundary  :  410  ft. 
Lowest  Point  —  Bucks,  County  Boundary  on  A. 412  :  130  ft. 


Dwellings  and  Rateable  Value  (31st  March,  1969) 

Number  of  Total  Product  (est.)  of 

Separate  Dwellings  Rateable  Value  Penny  Rate 

9,453  £2,282,843  £9,350 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  estimates  at  mid-year) 


1968  1967 

1966 

1965 

1951 

1939 

30,360  30,290 

30,290 

30,270 

25,310 

19,930 

Birth  Rate  Adjusted  live  births  per  1,000  of  population 

:  (Comparability 

Factor  1.07) 

1968  1967 

1966 

1965 

1951 

1939 

14.43  13.48 

16.1 

16.12 

13.6 

18.8 

Ratio  of  local  Birth  Rate  to  National  Rate: 

0.85 

Classification  of  Births: 

(1968) 

(1967) 

(1966) 

Total  live  births 

«  •  •  •  •  • 

407 

382 

455 

Illegitimate  live  births 

*  •  *  •  •  • 

23 

21 

16 

Stillbirths 

•  •  •  •  •  * 

7 

5 

2 

Total  live  and  stillbirths 

•  •  «  •  •  • 

414 

387 

457 

Still  Birth  Rate  Still  births 

per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births: 

1968  1967 

1966 

1965 

1951 

1939 

17  13 

4.4 

15.59 

28.2 

44.5 

1 1  legitimate  Birth  Rate  (Per  cent  live  births) 

1968  1967 

1966 

1965 

1951 

1939 

5.6  5.4 

3.5 

4.0 

0 

1.8 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  PERIODS  OF  LIFE  DURING  1968  IN  RICKMANSWORTH  URBAN  DISTRICT 
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NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
INCIDENCE  according  to  AGE  and  SEX  during  1968 


AGE 

GROUPS 

Whooping 

Cough 

Measles 

Dysentery 

Infective 

Hepatitis 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0-1  .. 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1-2  .. 

2 

2 

5 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3-4  .. 

3 

3 

7 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5-9  .. 

3 

8 

2 

13 

2 

— 

— 

— 

10-14 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15-24 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

25  and  over 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Age  Unknown 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

TOTALS 

10 

16 

15 

28 

2 

— 

2 

— 

AGE 

GROUPS 

Acute 

Pneumonia 

Erysipelas 

F  ood 

Poisoning 

Tuberculosis 

respiratory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0-4  .. 

5-14 

15-44 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

45-64 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

1 

65  and  over 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Age  Unknown 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

4 

TOTALS 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

5 

5 

No  cases  of  the  following  notifiable  diseases  were  notified  to  me: 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ;  paralytic  and  non-paralytic,  Meningococcal  infection, 
Diphtheria,  Smallpox,  Acute  encephalitis  ;  post-infectious,  and  infective.  Typhoid 
and  Paratyphoid,  Puerperal  pyrexia.  Ophthalmia  neonatorum.  Plague,  Malaria, 
Cholera,  Relapsing  fever.  Typhus  fever.  Tuberculosis  :  meninges  and  C.N.S.,  or 
Scarlet  fever. 


Month  of  occurrence 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10  1 1 

12 

Measles 

1 

— 

1 

3 

10 

27 

1 

Whooping  cough 

— 

2 

2 

11 

— 

1 

2 

2 

2 

-  3 

1 

Acute  pneumonia 

1 

Erysipelas 

1 

Food  poisoning 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

—  — 

— 

Tuberculosis  respiratory 

1 

— 

— 

4 

2 

1 

— 

— 

1 

—  — 

— 

Tuberculosis  other 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Infective  hepatitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Dysentery 

2 

1 
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Deaths  262  persons  died  during  the  year.  (279  in  1967) 

Death  Rate  Adjusted  per  2,000  of  population  (Comparability  factor;  1.20) 

1968  1967  1966  1965  1951  1939 

10.32  10.86  10.3  10.89  9.1  8.5 

Ratio  of  local  Death  Rate  to  National  Rate:  0.87 

Infant  Deaths 

5  infants  died  under  the  age  of  1  year 

(including)  3  "  "  "  . . 4  weeks 

(including)  1  "  "  "  "  ''  "  1  week 

7  infants  were  stillborn 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate 

(Number  of  deaths  under  age  of  1  year  per  1,000  live  births)  : 

1968  1967  1966  1965  1951  1939 

12  18.33  19.8  15.59  14  32 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate 

(Stillbirths  plus  deaths  of  infants  under  1  week  per  1,000  total  births):  22 


REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


HOUSING  CONDITIONS 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses 

0,  Total  number  of  houses  inspected  (Public  Health  or  Housing 

A  of  ^  ^  4  ^ 

b,  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  86 


2.  Action  Taken 

a,  Clearance  Areas  declared  ... 

b.  Unfit  houses  included  in  a.  above 


c,  Individual  houses  demolished 

d,  Individual  houses  closed  ... 

e,  Parts  of  buildings  closed  ... 

f,  Dwellings  rendered  fit  after 
/,  Informal  action 

i  I ,  Formal  action 

3.  Certificate  of  Disrepair 

a,  Applications 

b,  Certificates  issued 

c,  For  all  defects 

d,  For  some  defects 

4.  Improvement  Grants 

a,  Applications 

b,  Schemes  Completed 


5 

3 


(Public  Health’ Act,  1936 
(  Housing  Act,  1957 


1 

1 

1 


13 

5 
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5.  Number  of  Houses  and  Flats  erected  during  the  year 

0,  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

b,  By  other  Authorities  and  Organisations  ...  ...  ...  _ 

c,  By  private  persons  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  91 


Houses 

Due  to  the  rise  in  the  standard  of  maintenance  of  rented  houses  over 
the  last  15  years,  the  number  of  complaints  has  fallen  and  the  need  for 
formal  action  has  correspondingly  decreased.  With  a  substantial  proportion 
of  houses  in  this  district  owner-occupied  or  Council  owned  and  the  original 
slum  clearance  programme  of  295  properties  having  been  completed,  the 
general  standard  of  housing  is  above  the  minimum  legal  standards  for 
a  fit  house.  The  task  now  is  to  secure  the  improvement  of  the  remaining 
old  but  structurally  sound  houses  at  present  without  modern  amenities 
such  as  a  bathroom,  internal  W.C.,  running  hot  water  etc.  and  it  is  hoped 
that  in  1969  strengthened  powers  may  be  given  to  local  authorities  to 
require  these  amenities  which  are  rightly  regarded  as  essential  to  modern 
living.  1968  saw  the  continuation  of  the  steady  trickle  of  applications 
for  improvement  grants,  mainly  from  owner-occupiers,  but  the  number  can¬ 
not  be  regarded  as  satisfactory. 

Four  individual  unfit  houses  were  dealt  with  during  the  year,  one  having 
been  closed,  the  occupiers  of  another  awaiting  rehousing  and  two  having 
been  made  the  subject  of  undertakings  not  to  be  used  for  human  habitation 
until  they  have  been  made  fit. 


Caravan  Sites 

Six  small  sites  containing  eleven  caravans  are  licensed.  In  addition 
there  is  a  larger  licensed  site  with  six  permanent  residential  caravans 
and  twelve  showmen’s  caravans  stationed  on  it  during  the  winter.  The 
facilities  at  the  latter  site  were  extended  during  the  year  and  all  sites  in 
the  area  are  equipped  to  model  standards  level.  Conditions  were  satis¬ 
factory  throughout  the  year. 


WATER  SUPPLY 

Domestic  Supply 

Two  utility  companies  supply  piped  water  to  over  99%  of  all  premises 
in  the  district.  A  few  isolated  individual  premises  are  supplied  by  their 
own  wells  which  were  sampled  regularly  during  the  year.  Twenty  samples 
were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  mainly  from  wells,  two  of  which 
showed  occasional  contamination  of  a  minor  nature.  Only  two  dwelling 
houses  are  not  supplied  by  a  piped  water  supply  and  there  are  no  stand¬ 
pipes  in  the  district. 

Both  utility  companies  carry  out  continuous  chemical  analysis  both  of 
raw  and  of  distributed  water  and  the  water  was  generally  satisfactory  in 
quality  and  quantity.  The  natural  fluoride  content  in  the  raw  water  did  not 
exceed  .1  p.p.m.  and  no  fluoride  is  added  by  the  companies.  The  water  is 
not  subject  to  plumbo-solvency. 

Samples  were  taken  from  a  school  kitchen  following  complaints  of  dis¬ 
colouration  in  the  water  supplied  from  galvanised  storage  tanks.  Metallic 
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contamination,  particularly  of  iron  and  zinc,  was  found  to  be  at  an  un¬ 
desirable  level  and  following  advice  by  the  Department  the  tanks  were 
treated  satisfactorily  to  prevent  solution  of  the  metals  in  the  water. 


Swimming  Pools 

Three  private  and  four  County  schools  in  the  district  have  their  own 
swimming  pools.  In  addition  one  recreational  club  which  draws  members 
from  different  parts  of  the  country  has  its  own  swimming  pool.  Ten  samples 
were  taken  which  were  satisfactory.  Routine  checks  of  chlorine  levels  in 
County  school  swimming  pools  were  made  regularly  throughout  the  season. 


DRAINAGE 

The  arrangements  for  sewerage  of  the  district  are  generally  satisfactory 
and  disposal  continues  to  be  efficiently  carried  out  by  the  West  Hertford¬ 
shire  Main  Drainage  Authority. 

There  are  a  number  of  septic  tanks  and  cesspools  mainly  on  the  peri¬ 
meter  of  the  district  where  sewers  are  not  available.  During  the  year 
difficulties  with  access  to  a  group  of  cesspools  serving  several  houses  in 
West  Hyde  were  finally  overcome  by  the  provision  by  the  owners  of  suitable 
suction  lines  laid  under  the  houses. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

The  collection  and  disposal  of  house  and  trade  refuse  is  under  the 
control  of  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor.  A  satisfactory  weekly  collection  of 
house  refuse  is  maintained  and,  in  certain  cases,  a  twice-weekly  collection 
of  trade  refuse  is  undertaken  at  the  occupiers’  expense  from  commercial 
premises.  All  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  at  a  private 
tip  outside  the  district.  The  Council  also  arrange  for  special  collections 
of  bulky  articles  at  a  reasonable  charge,  and  for  the  disposal  of  disused 
motor  vehicles. 


Food  Condemned 


FOOD  HYGIENE 


Frozen,  Canned  and  Bottled  Food  ... 
Poultry,  Carcase  Meat  and  Offal 


Milk  Supply 


TOTAL 


Number  of  persons  registered  as  Distributors 

Number  of  premises  registered  as  Dairies . 

Number  of  Dealer’s  (Pasteurisers)  Licenses 
Number  of  Dealer’s  (pre-packed)  Milk  Licenses  :- 

Pasteurised  . 

Sterilised  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .. 

Untreated  . 

Ultra-Heat  treated  . 

Inspections  of  Dairies  and  Milk  Shops  . 

Notices  :  Served  and  complied . 


1749  lbs. 
534  lbs. 


2283  lbs. 


28 

2 

1 

25 

11 

4 

8 

42 
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M/  Ik  Samples 

Taken  Failures 

Pasteurised  .  11  — 

The  sole  pasteurising  dairy  was  again  regularly  inspected  during  the 
year.  There  were  no  plant  sample  failures. 

Slaughterhouses 

No  regular  slaughtering  takes  place  within  the  District.  No  notice  of 
any  occasional  slaughtering  was  received  during  the  past  year. 

Game  Licences 

Three  licences  were  issued  to  dealers  in  the  District  during  the  year. 


Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960. 

The  following  table  sets  out  the  numbers  and  types  of  food  premises  in 
the  district  and  the  numbers  of  inspections  made 


Type  of  premises 

Nos. 

Nos. 

registered 
under  the 
Food  & 
Drugs  Act 

Inspections 

Hand 

washing 

facilities 

fitted 

Equipment 
washing  facilities 

Required 

Fitted 

Bakehouses  . 

1 

_ 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Bread  &  Pastry  Purveyors  11 

2 

18 

11 

8 

8 

Butchers  . 

19 

8 

52 

19 

19 

19 

Confectioners 

33 

— 

40 

31 

15 

16 

Fishmongers . 

6 

— 

8 

6 

6 

6 

Fish  Fryers . 

5 

6 

22 

5 

5 

5 

Greengrocers . 

27 

— 

61 

26 

19 

22 

Grocers  . 

33 

4 

64 

30 

30 

31 

Ice-Cream  Purveyors.. 

55 

55 

30 

48 

1 

1 

Licensed  Premises 

48 

— 

68 

48 

48 

48 

Dairies  . 

2 

2 

21 

2 

2 

2 

Milk  Distributors  (bottled)  28 

28 

21 

22 

— 

22 

Hotels  8&  Guest  Houses 

4 

— 

4 

4 

4 

4 

Restaurants  and  Cafes 

32 

— 

94 

28 

28 

28 

Canteens  (factory) 

13 

— 

28 

13 

13 

13 

Canteens  (school) 

19 

— 

42 

19 

19 

19 

Mobile  Shops  (bases) 

15 

— 

20 

15 

1 

1 

Soft  Drink  Manufacturers 

1 

— 

5 

1 

1 

1 

Wine  Manufacturers 

1 

— 

2 

1 

1 

1 

The  work  of  maintaining  and  improving  hygienic  conditions  in  food 
premises  has  continued.  The  following  figures  indicate  the  remedial  work 
carried  out  by  informal  action 


Personal  Cleanliness 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

a,  Insufficient  ... 

b,  Defective/dirty 
Premises 

a,  Dirty  . 

b,  Defective/dirty 

Washing  Facilities 

a,  Insufficient  ... 

b,  Defective/dirty 


4 


1 

11 

21 

10 

1 

7 
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Equipment 

a,  Insufficient  .  3 

b,  Defective/Dirty  .  3 


Ice-Cream 

There  are  no  manufacturers  of  ice-cream  in  the  district  but  55  premises 
were  registered  for  storage  and  sale.  No  mobile  ice-cream  traders  are 
based  in  the  district.  Five  samples  of  soft  ice-cream  from  mobile  traders 
based  outside  but  selling  inside  the  district  were  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination  with  the  following  results  ;- 


No.  of  Samples  Grading 

2  I 

1  II 

III 

2  IV 


Two  samples  (Grade  IV)  were  unsatisfactory  due  to  inadequate  cleansing 
and  sterilisation  of  the  machine  by  the  operators. 


Mobile  Food  Trading 

Fifteen  persons/firms  in  the  area  were  operating  mobile  shops  (excluding 
delivery  vehicles)  during  the  year,  the  commodities  sold  being  prepacked 
groceries  and/or  unwrapped  greengrocery.  As  the  figures  below  show, 
checks  were  also  made  in  the  district  of  vehicles  operated  by  firms  outside 
the  area.  All  vehicles  based  locally  were  equipped  to  the  standard  laid 
down  in  the  Food  Hygiene  (Markets,  Stalls  and  Delivery  Vehicles)  Reg¬ 
ulations,  1966  in  the  enforcement  of  which  no  undue  difficulty  was  ex¬ 
perienced.  There  are  some  obvious  weaknesses  in  these  Regulations  not 
the  least  of  which  is  the  exemption  of  certain  delivery  vehicles  carrying 
unwrapped  foodstuffs  such  as  meat  pies  from  the  need  to  be  equipped  with 
washing  facilities  where  the  vehicles,  for  example,  operate  only  between 
manufacturing  and  retail  premises  in  which  suitable  washing  facilities 
are  provided.  Several  dirty  food  vehicles  were  dealt  with  satisfactorily 
by  informal  action  and  the  appropriate  warnings  given  during  the  year. 

The  following  statistics  relate  to  mobile  trading  :- 

Based  in  District  Based  outside  District 
Inspections  7  30 

Notices  served  5  24 

Notices  compiled  1  2 
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Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

The  results  of  sampling  of  foods  and  pharmaceutical  products  during 
the  year  revealed  a  continuation  of  the  trend  of  the  last  fifteen  or  twenty 
years  of  very  little  adulteration  of  foods  and  drugs  but  some  mis-leading 
labels  being  applied  to  these  products.  The  following  samples  taken 


during  the  year  show  the  details 

F  orma  1 

Informal 

Result 

Anchovy  Essence 

— 

1 

Satisfactory 

Baking  Powder 

— 

1 

(1 

Baking  Yeast 

— 

1 

11 

Blancmange  and  Jelly  Powder 

— 

1 

II 

Bread 

— 

2 

1  Unsatisfactory 

Butter 

— 

1 

Satisfactory 

Buttermilk 

— 

1 

II 

Cheese  Sauce 

— 

1 

II 

Cream 

— 

4 

II 

Food  Colour 

— 

2 

II 

Gherkins 

— 

1 

II 

Iced  Lemon  Tea  Mix 

— 

1 

II 

Ice  Cream 

— 

1 

Lard 

— 

1 

II 

Lemonade 

— 

1 

II 

Lemon  Meringue  Pie 

— 

1 

n 

Lobster  Spread 

— 

1 

n 

Lollipops 

— 

1 

II 

Marmalade 

— 

1 

M 

Mincemeat 

— 

1 

II 

Mixed  Readi  Grill 

— 

1 

1" 

Mixed  Dried  Fruit 

— 

2 

II 

Pepper  Seasoning 

— 

1 

II 

Pie 

— 

1 

II 

Pilchards 

— 

1 

M 

Rice  Milk  Pudding 

— 

1 

II 

Soup 

— 

2 

II 

Soured  Cream 

— 

1 

II 

Stewed  Steak  with  Gravy 

— 

1 

n 

Sweets 

— 

1 

II 

Toasty  Grill 

— 

1 

II 

Tomato  Puree 

— 

1 

II 

Trifle 

— 

1 

II 

Vegetables,  Dried 

— 

1 

11 

Y  oghurt 

— 

2 

II 

Gin 

1 

— 

11 

Whisky 

3 

— 

II 

Calcium  Drink 

— 

1 

II 

Cheese  Spread 

— 

2 

II 

Chestnut  Spread 

— 

1 

II 

Condensed  Milk 

— 

2 

II 

Egg  and  Fish  Breakfast 

— 

1 

II 

Foreign  matter  in  Milk 

— 

1 

Unsatisfactory  * 
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Fruit  Sauce 
Grape  Jelly 
Liver  and  Bacon 
Lemon  Drink 
Onion,  chopped 
Peas,  dried 
Pears  in  Syrup 
Potatoes,  dehydrated 
Salmon  Spread 
Strawberry  Fruit  Flip 
Antiseptic  Pastilles 
Teething  Powders 
Cake 
Beef  Pie 
Fish  Dressing 
Pork  Luncheon  Meat 
Sage  and  Onion  Stuffing 
Salad  Cream 
Anti-Diarrhoea  Tablets 
Cough  Mixture 
Indigestion  Tablets 
Doughnut 
Orange  Cordial 
Orange  Drink 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Satisfactory 

tl 


* 


*  Indicates  that  the  sample  was  submitted  following  a  compla  int. 


Unsatisfactory  Food : 

(a)  reported  on  by  the  public  analyst 


Bread  ... 


Deficient  in  protein.  Advised  to  increase 
protein  or  amend  the  label. 


Milk  .  Contained  particles  of  vegetable  tissue. 

Warning  letter  to  bottling  firm. 

Grape  Jelly .  Contained  mould.  Warning  letter  to  retailers. 

Pork  Luncheon  Meat  Burning  sensation  when  consumed.  Found 

to  be  heavily  spiced,  otherwise  satisfactory. 
No  action. 


Doughnut  .  White  granules  adhering  to  surface  found  to 

be  a  mixture  of  starch  and  sugar.  No  action. 

Orange  Cordial  ...  Objectionable  taste.  Failed  to  detect  any¬ 
thing  other  than  a  slight  ‘‘after  taste”  of 
saccharin.  No  action. 


Lemonade 


Alleged  cause  of  sickness.  Found  to  be 
satisfactory.  No  action. 


(b)  otherwise  dealt  with  > 

Butter  .  Rancid.  Warning  letter  to  retailers. 
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Milk 


Cement  in  bottle.  Warning  letter  to  bottling 
firm. 


Butter  . 

Bread  . 

Blue  material  in 
bread  . 


Mouldy/rancid.  Warning  letter  to  retailers. 
Mouldy.  Warning  letter  to  retailer. 

Blue  paper  label  from  flour  sack.  No  action. 


(c)  complaints  made  by  the  public  resulting  in  prosecution 

Fine 

Mould  in  Steak  and  Kidney  Pudding  .  £20 

Cigarette  end  in  Cheese  and  Onion  Roll  .  £10 

Mould  in  Pork  Pie  .  £20 

Mould  in  Chocolate  Cake  .  £25 

Sampling  of  Pesticide  Residues 

By  agreement  with  the  Public  Analyst  no  samples  of  foodstuffs  were 
submitted  for  examination  for  pesticide  contamination  during  the  year. 
The  report  of  the  Association  of  Public  Analysts  on  pesticide  residues 
found  in  the  specially  programmed  nation-wide  sampling  showed  that  the 
levels  were  generally  low  and  at  present  do  not  constitute  a  health  hazard. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS 


The  work  done  during  the  year  under  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by 
Pests  Act,  1949,  is  recorded  in  the  following  section. 


Properties  other  than  sewers 

Non- 

Agricultural 

Agricultural 

1.  No.  of  properties  in  district 

11132 

35 

2.  a,  Total  number  of  properties 
(including  nearby  premises) 
inspected  following  notifi¬ 
cation  . 

280 

b,  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

230 

(ii)  Mice 

9 

— 

3.  Total  number  of  properties  in¬ 
spected  for  rats/mice  for  reasons 
other  than  notification . 

622 

Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

(ii)  Mice 

— 

— 

No  problems  arose  from  the  administration  of  the  Act. 


Sewers 

No  sewers  were  reported  as  infested  by  rats  during  the  year  but  it  is 
hoped  to  carry  out  a  methodical  test-baiting  of  the  sewers  in  the  area 
during  next  year. 

Verminous  Premises 

Complaints  received  from  householders  regarding  nuisance  from  insects 
were  quickly  and  effectively  dealt  with  during  the  year.  Most  of  these 
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were  of  little  public  health  importance  such  as  silver-fish,  cluster  flies, 
ants,  fleas  and  garden  insects  but  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  one  infest¬ 
ation  of  the  now  rare  bed-bug  was  discovered  and  dealt  with  during  the 
year. 

Twenty-one  wasps  nests  were  also  dealt  with  at  the  request  of  house¬ 
holders  on  a  rechargeable  basis. 


AIR  POLLUTION 

The  routine  measurement  of  air  pollution  on  behalf  of  the  Warren  Spring 
Laboratory,  Stevenage,  was  continued  during  the  year  by  means  of  two 
volumetric  smoke  and  sulphur  dioxide  recorders,  one  at  Mill  End  and  the 
other  measuring  pollution  in  the  Town  Centre  at  the  Council  Offices. 
This  may  well  be  our  final  year  of  routine  measurement  organised  by  the 
Laboratory  as  part  of  the  national  survey  to  establish  levels  for  smoke 
and  sulphur  dioxide  in  different  types  of  district  and  it  is  hoped  to  record 
in  next  year’s  report  the  trends,  in  graphical  form,  of  these  levels  in 
Rickmansworth. 

During  the  year,  as  a  result  of  a  statutory  notice  served  under  the  Clean 
Air  Act,  1956,  an  industrial  firm  operating  obsolete  and  overloaded  boiler 
plant  submitted  proposals  for  a  complete  modernisation  of  the  boiler  house 
to  deal  with  both  smoke  and  grit  emission  from  their  boiler  chimney.  At 
the  end  of  the  year  the  installation  had  commenced. 

A  small  number  of  complaints  of  smoke  from  bonfires,  some  domestic, 
some  industrial,  were  received  during  the  year.  The  problem  of  garden 
bonfires  is  not  an  easy  one  as  residents  generally  adopt  a  tolerant  attitude 
towards  this  type  of  nuisance  but  the  anomaly  under  the  industrial  pro¬ 
visions  of  the  Clean  Air  Act  which  allows  dark  smoke  to  be  emitted  from 
the  burning  of  refuse  at  ground  level  whilst  prohibiting  it  from  a  factory 
chimney ,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  dealt  with  under  the  new  Clean  Air  Bill 
which  was  going  through  Parliament  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


OFFICES  AND  SHOPS 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 

Registration  and  General  Inspections 


No.  of  premi  ses  Total  number  of  No.  of  regi  stored 
newly  registered  registered  premises  receivinga 


of  year 

during  the  year 

1968 

1967 

1968 

1967 

1968 

1967 

Offices 

12 

9 

99 

89 

78 

47 

Retail  shops 

8 

8 

184 

187 

147 

142 

Wholesale  shops  warehouses 

— 

__ 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Catering  establishments  open 
to  the  public,  canteens 

3 

2 

32 

30 

25 

22 

No.  of  Visits  of  all  kinds  by  inspectors  to  registered  premises 

General  Inspections  251  Reinspections  26 


R  ic kman sworth  Urban  District 
No.  of  persons  employed 


Offices 

Retail  shops 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the  public 
Canteens  ... 

1,133 

778 

84 

147 

7 

Total  (Males  821,  Females  1,328) 

2,149 

Exemptions  —  Nil.  Accidents  reported  —  / 

Now  that  a  few  years  experience  has  been  gained  in  the  administration 
of  the  above  Act,  the  inspections  have  not  given  rise  to  any  serious 
problems.  The  standards  under  the  Act  are  now  known  by  and  large  and 
an  overwhelming  majority  of  firms  have  readily  complied  with  informal 
notices  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied. 

Regulations  for  specific  purposes  such  as  the  safety  of  lifts  and  hoists 
continue  to  be  made  from  time  to  time  and  the  Department  of  Employment 
and  Productivity  continue  to  issue  their  very  helpful  circulars  on  the 
interpretation  of  the  Act  to  secure  uniformity  throughout  the  country. 


Shops  Act,  1950 

No.  of  Shops  —  297 

Inspections  —  229 

Notices  Served  —  6 

Notices  Compiled  —  6 


No  problems  were  experienced  in  the  enforcement  of  the  Act  during 
the  year. 

Certain  aspects  of  this  Act  are  perhaps  an  anachronism  in  1968  par¬ 
ticularly  the  provisions  relating  to  Sunday-trading.  It  is  hoped  that  future 
legislation  will  remove  obvious  anomalies. 


NOISE 

Several  complaints  of  noise  nuisances  were  dealt  with,  ranging  from 
high-pitched  whines  from  machinery  in  large  industrial  premises  to  a 
butcher’s  refrigerator  adjoining  domestic  premises.  Fortunately,  informal 
action  on  each  occasion  secured  a  satisfactory  remedy  and  reduced  the 
noise  below  complaint  level. 

Successful  attempts  were  also  made  to  secure  suitable  soundproofing 
of  new  industrial  prem.ises  during  the  stage  of  submission  of  plans  under 
the  Planning  Acts. 

Although  the  legal  provisions  relating  to  noise  are  by  no  means  easy 
to  operate,  it  is  perhaps  fortunate  that  most  firms,  at  the  moment,  co¬ 
operate  fully  in  reducing  noise  levels  which  cause  complaint. 
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ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  FACTORIES  ACT,  1961. 

1.  —  Inspections  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  en¬ 
forced  by  Local  Authorities 

4 

4 

— 

— 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local  Authority 

120 

104 

3 

— 

TOTALS 

124 

108 

3 

— 

2.  —  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Particulars 

(1) 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number  ol 
cases  in 
which 
prosecu¬ 
tions  were 
instituted 
(6) 

F  ound 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Refe 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 
(4) 

;rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

(5) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  insufficient 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective 

3 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  (not  including 

offences  relating  to  Home- 

work) 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS 

3 

6 

— 

— 

— 

3.  —  Outworkers 

Factories  in  district  employing  outworkers  outside  the  district:— 

No.  of  factories  1.  No.  of  outworkers  470 

Factories  in  district  employing  outworkers  inside  the  district:— 

No.  of  factories  1.  No.  of  outworkers  7 

Factories  outside  district  employing  outworkers  inside  the  district:— 

No.  of  factories  3.  No.  of  outworkers  20 

SCRAP  METAL  DEALERS  ACT,  1964 

Four  persons  were  registered  in  accordance  with  this  Act  during  the 
year. 


ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENTS  ACT,  1963 

One  of  two  establishments  in  the  district  closed  during  the  year;  the 
remaining  one  was  well  managed  and  no  problems  arose. 
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RIDING  ESTABLISHMENTS  ACT,  1964 

There  is  only  one  licensed  establishment  in  the  district  which  has 
been  well  managed  and  has  been  satisfactory  throughout  the  year.  A 
Veterinary  Surgeon  is  employed  by  the  Council  in  accordance  with  the 
Act  to  carry  out  inspections  and  report. 


PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 


Three  premises  are  licensed  to  keep  pet  animals.  All  were  well  kept 
and  managed  and  no  problems  arose. 


METEOROLOGY 


1967 

1968 

Temperatures 

Min  Max 

°C  °C 

Rainfall 

Temperatures 

Min  Max 

°C  °C 

Rainfall 

January 

-7 

11 

5.79  in. 

-10 

11 

1.85  in. 

February 

-4 

13 

2.66  in. 

-6 

9 

0.97  in. 

March 

0 

14 

1.75  in. 

-2 

13 

0.70in. 

April 

0 

22 

1.70  in. 

-7 

23 

2. 15  in. 

May 

-3 

26 

3  75  in. 

1 

20 

2.84  in. 

June 

3 

28 

1.80  in. 

3 

28 

3.06  in. 

July 

6 

31 

2.47  in. 

5 

34 

1.62  in. 

August 

6 

27 

2.31  in. 

6 

27 

3.11  in. 

September 

2 

23 

2.09  in. 

6 

25 

3.86  in. 

October 

-1 

19 

4.32  in. 

4 

20 

1.62  in. 

November 

-6 

15 

2.62  in. 

-6 

16 

1.93  in. 

December 

-9 

12 

2.50  in. 

-8 

12 

4.25  in. 

TOTALS 

33.76  in. 

27.95'in. 
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Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  (from  May  1968)  :  Councillor 
Mrs.  O.  E.  COLLINGWOOD  (Chairman) ;  Councillor  G.  A.  BAILEY; 
Councillor  G.  DIMOND:  Councillor  J.  F.  HOMEWOOD:  Councillor  Mrs.  S. 
LANGER:  Councillor  Mrs.  G.  MORISON;  Councillor  D.  W.  RALPH; 
Councillor  A.  V.  SHARP;  Councillor  F.  R.  WILSON. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  —  F.  REEVE,  Cert.  S.I.J.B. 

Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  —  J.  CABOURNE,  Cert.  S.I.J.B., 
Cert.  Inspn.  Meot  and  other  Foods,  Cert.  Smoke  Inspn. 

Public  Health  Inspectors  —  F.  VALENTINE,  Cert.  S.I.J.B.  Cert.  Inspn. 
of  Meat  and  other  Foods,  Testamur  Inst.  P.C. 

A.  BEATON,  Cert.  Royal  San.  Asscn. 
Scotland,  Inspn.  of  Meat  and  other  Foods. 

P.  M.  ABLETT,  Diploma  P.H.I.E.B.  Cert. 

Smoke  Inspn. 

Cleansing  Superintendent  —  B.  F.  B.  KING. 


General 

Area  (land  and  inland  water),  18,179  acres  (up  to  April  1968)  . 

Civil  Parishes  —  Abbots  Langley,  5,558.9;  Aldenham,  5,842;  Sarratt, 
4,587.4;  Watford  Rural,  2,190.7  acres. 


Dwellings  and  Rateable  Value  (31st  March,  1969) 

Number  of  Total  Product  (est.)  of 

Separate  Dwellings  Rateable  Value  Penny  Rate 

15,218  £2,727,924  £11,528 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  estimates  for  mid-year) 

1968  1967  1966  1965  1951  1939 

54,170  61,200  60,970  60,910  40,150  20,280 

Birth  Rate  (Adjusted  live  births  per  1,000  of  population):  Comparability 
Factor  0.99 

1968  1967  1966  1965  1951  1939 

12.67  11.58  11.33  12.08  17.0  13.9 

Ratio  of  local  Birth  Rate  to  National  Rate:  0.85 


Class! fi cation  of  Births: 

Total  live  births 
Illegitimate  live  births 
Still  births 

Total  live  and  still  births  ... 


(1968) 

(1967) 

(1966) 

70S 

714 

691 

58 

58 

51 

12 

13 

7 

720 

727 

698 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  PERIODS  OF  LIFE  DURING  1968  IN  WATFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Watford  Rural  District 
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Still  Birth  Rate  (Still  births  per  1,000  total,  live  and  still,  births): 

1968  1967  1966  1965  1951  1939 

17  18  10.13  12.45  20.0  20.8 


1 1  legitimate  Birth  Rate  (per  cent  live  births) 

1968  1967  1966  1965 

8.2  5.09  7.3  7.9 


1951 

0 


1939 

4.2 


NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
INCIDENCE  according  to  AGE  and  SEX  during  1968 


AGE 

GROUPS 

Scarlet 

fever 

Whooping 

cough 

Measles 

Dysentery 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0-1 . 

2 

1 

5 

1 

1-2 

— 

— 

1 

2 

13 

5 

1 

1 

3-4 

— 

4 

5 

4 

6 

10 

3 

3 

5-9 

3 

2 

4 

3 

24 

9 

5 

5 

10-14  .. 

3 

1 

1 

— 

3 

3 

2 

3 

15-24  .. 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

— 

25  and  over 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

6 

3 

Age  unknown 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS 

7 

7 

13 

12 

52 

28 

22 

15 

Acute 

Erysipelas 

Typhoid 

Infective 

Acute  Enceph- 

Pneumonia 

hepatitis 

alitis  Infective 

AGE 

GROUPS 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0-4  .. 

5-14  .. 

15-44  .. 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

45-64  .. 

— 

— 

1 

3 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

65  and  over  .. 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Age  unknown 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS 

— 

3 

2 

3 

— 

2 

3 

1 

1 

— 
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AGE 

GROUPS 

F  ood 
poisoning 

Tuberculosis 

respiratory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0-4  .. 

- 

1 

5-14 

1 

— 

— 

— 

15-44 

— 

— 

3 

1 

45-64 

2 

2 

2 

1 

65  and  over 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Age  unknown 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS  (all  ages)  3 

2 

6 

4 

No  cases  of  the  following  notifiable  diseases  were  notified  to  me:- 

Acute  poliomyelitis  :  paralytic  and  non-paralytic,  Meningococcal  infection, 
Diphtheria,  Smallpox,  Paratyphoid,  Ophthalmia  neonatorum.  Plague,  Malaria, 
Cholera,  Relapsing  fever.  Typhus  fever.  Tuberculosis  :  meninges  and  C.N.S., 
and  other;  encephalitis;  puerperal  pyrexia. 


Month  of  occurrence  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11  12 


Deaths  550  persons  died 


Death  Rate  Adjusted  per 

1968  1967 

10.49  9.7 


Ratio  of  local  Death  Rate 


during  the  year,  (526  in  1967). 

1,000  of  population.  (Comparability  Factor  1.13.) 

1966  1965  1951  1939 

9.9  10.49  7.1  8.8 

to  National  Rate:  0.88 
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Infant  Mortality 
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10  infants  died  under  the  age  of  1  year 

(including)  6  "  "  "  "  "  "  4  weeks 

(including)  4  "  "  "  "  "  "  1  week 

12  infants  were  stillborn 


I nfanti  le  Mortality  Rate  Number  of  deaths  under  age  of  1  year  per  1,000 
live  births. 

1968  1967  1966  1965  1951  1939 

14  21.0  17.4  12.45  29  56 


Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (Stillbirths  plus  deaths  of  infants  under  1  week 
per  1,000  total  births)  :  22 


REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


HOUSING  CONDITIONS 

1. 

Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses. 

a, 

Total  number  of  houses  inspected  (Public  Health  and  Housing 

Acts)  . 

444 

b, 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . 

976 

2. 

Action  Taken. 

0, 

Clearance  areas  declared  . 

— 

b, 

Unfit  houses  included  in  a,  above . 

— 

c, 

Individual  houses  demolished  . 

5 

d, 

Individual  houses  closed  . 

— 

e, 

Parts  of  buildings  closed  . 

— 

f. 

Dwellings  rendered  fit 

1.  Informal  action  . 

71 

II.  Formal  action  . 

— 

3. 

Overcrowding. 

a, 

Cases  brought  forward  from  previous  year  . 

— 

b, 

Premises  found  to  be  statutorily  overcrowded  during  the  year 

1 

c, 

Cases  of  overcrowding  abated  . 

— 

4. 

Certificates  of  Disrepair. 

0, 

Certificates  of  Disrepair  issued  . 

— 

b, 

Undertakings  given  by  landlord  . 

— 

c, 

Certificates  of  Disrepair  revoked  . 

— 

5. 

Improvement  Grants. 

0, 

Applications  made  for  Discretionary  Grants  . 

13 

b, 

Grants  approved  . 

12 

c, 

Applications  made  for  Standard  Grants  . 

29 

d, 

Grants  approved  . 

23 
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6.  Number  of  Houses  and  Flats  Erected  During  the  Year. 

a,  By  the  Local  Authority .  223 

b,  By  other  Authorities  and  Organisations .  — 

c,  By  private  persons  .  Houses  26 

Flats  — 


7.  Licensed  Caravan  Sites. 

There  are  four  large  sites  in  the  District: 
Highview  Caravan  Park,  Kings  Langley 

Newlands  Caravan  Site,  Bedmond . 

Brookside,  Eastbury  Road,  Oxhey . 

Langleyview  Caravan  Park,  Abbots  Langley  ... 


104  caravans 
60  caravans 
70  caravans 
30  caravans 


There  are  in  addition  12  small  sites  accommodating  34  caravans  in  all. 

A  further  7  sites  are  subject  to  discontinuance  and  run-down  procedure 
comprising  20  caravans. 


WATER  SUPPLY 


Domestic  Supply 

The  majority  of  the  district  is  served  by  a  public  mains  supply,  by  the 
Colne  Valley  Water  Company,  the  Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley 
Water  Company,  or,  the  Watford  Corporation  Water  Undertaking. 

No  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  concerning  the  quality  and 
quantity  of  the  main  supplies,  all  of  which  are  chlorinated. 

There  are  17  dwellinghouses  which  are  served  by  well  supplies.  No 
complaints  were  received  in  respect  of  any  of  these.  Five  samples  were 
taken  for  bacteriological  examination  and  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Swimming  Pools 

There  are  no  public  swimming  pools  in  the  district.  Two  County  Council 
Schools,  viz;  Fairfield  at  Radlett  and  Clarendon  at  South  Oxhey,  have 
their  own  swimming  pools.  Routine  samples  from  these  are  taken  by  the 
County  Council  and  the  results  were  satisfactory. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

Public  Conveniences 

The  Council  have  provided  public  conveniences  at  Watling  Street, 
Radlett;  Station  Approach,  South  Oxhey;  Oxhey  Pavilion;  and  High  Street, 
Abbots  Langley. 

In  all  these  conveniences  free  hand  washing  facilities  are  available. 

Dwellings  not  connected 

Number  of  dwellings  not  connected  to  a  sewerage  system  at  the  end  of 
the  year,  the  system  of  sanitation  being 
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Parish 

Cesspool 

Pail  type  closet 

Abbots  Langley  . 

158 

11 

Aldenham  . 

73 

13 

Sarratt  . 

223 

52 

Watford  Rural  . 

17 

4 

471 

80 

General 


The  Parishes  of  Abbots  Langley,  Aldenham  and  Watford  Rural,  and  a 
small  part  of  the  Parish  of  Sarratt  are  served  by  main  sewerage  systems 
which  discharge  into  the  trunk  sewers  of  the  West  Herts  Main  Drainage 
Authority. 

The  second  stage  of  the  Bedmond  main  drainage  scheme  was  near 
completion  by  the  end  of  the  year,  the  main  sewers,  rising  main  and 
two  pumping  stations  were  operational,  and  the  connection  of  properties 
to  the  laterals  provided  for  that  purpose  was  making  progress. 

Stage  II  of  the  Sarratt  main  drainage  scheme  was  continued  during 
the  year  and  the  new  sewers  serving  the  northern  part  of  the  village  had 
been  completed  by  the  end  of  the  year. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

Refuse  Collection 

This  service  is  carried  out  by  direct  labour  throughout  the  District. 
Nine  refuse  collection  schedules  are  operated  daily  which  ensures  a 
weekly  refuse  collection  service.  Modern  refuse  collection  vehicles 
mostly  of  the  rear  loading  type  are  in  use. 

A  Trade  Refuse  Collection  Scheme  is  also  in  operation  in  respect  of 
shop  premises,  and  for  which  service  an  extra  charge  is  made. 

Civic  Amenities  Act,  1967 

Special  arrangements  were  made  to  meet  the  requirements  of  Part  III 
of  the  Civic  Amenities  Act,  1967,  and  special  leaflets  setting  out  the 
various  facilities  available  to  all  residents  of  the  district  were  printed 
and  delivered  throughout  the  district  by  a  firm  of  circular  distributors 
employed  for  this  purpose. 

These  facilities  included 

(i)  Reception  areas  for  the  acceptance  of  refuse  delivered  by  resi¬ 
dents  at  each  of  the  Council’s  Depots  at  Aldenham,  Oxhey  and 
Abbots  Langley. 

(ii)  A  free  service  for  the  collection  and  removal  of  bulky  articles 
of  refuse  on  request  from  any  resident  of  the  district. 

(iii)  A  free  service  for  the  reception  and  disposal  by  the  Council  of 
unwanted  motor  vehicles  voluntarily  surrendered  by  residents, 
at  the  Aldenham  and  Abbots  Langley  Depots. 

The  provisions  of  the  Act  were  also  implemented  in  connection  with 
the  problem  of  abandoned  vehicles  and  the  unauthorised  fly  tipping  of 
rubbish  on  land  in  the  open  air. 
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Arrangements  were  made  with  a  local  Registered  Scrap  Metal  Dealer  for 
the  collection  and  removal  of  abandoned  vehicles  as  “wrecks”  or  “runners” 
as  the  case  might  be,  on  the  specific  instructions  of  the  Chief  Public 
Health  Inspector  acting  in  accordance  with  the  procedure  outlined  in  the 
Act  and  in  the  Removal  and  Disposal  of  Vehicles  Regulations,  1968. 
These  arrangements  operated  smoothly  and  effectively,  49  vehicles  being 
dealt  with  in  this  manner  during  the  year.  In  addition  a  total  of  90  vehicles 
was  voluntarily  surrendered  to  the  Council  under  their  voluntary  surrender 
scheme. 

The  clearance  of  rubbish  from  roadside  verges  and  other  land  was 
effected  by  the  employment  of  refuse  collection  vehicles  and  their  crews 
on  overtime  working  for  the  systematic  clearance  of  known  areas  of 
fly-tipping,  and  in  dealing  with  specific  instances  of  dumping. 

The  implementation  of  these  provisions  of  the  Act  occupied  a  fairly 
considerable  proportion  of  the  time  of  the  inspectorial  staff,  and  of  the 
clerical  staff  engaged  in  the  documentation  work  involved. 


Refuse  Disposal 

The  Council  has  one  refuse  disposal  site,  at  Abbots  Langley,  where 
refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping. 

The  Council  have  acquired  a  disused  gravel  pit  at  Toms  Lane,  Bedmond, 
for  refuse  disposal  purposes,  and  preliminary  works  are  in  hand  in  pre¬ 
paring  it  for  use. 


Cesspool  Emptying. 

The  Council  operate  a  cesspool  emptying  service  throughout  the  district. 
This  service  is  free,  but  the  Council  reserve  the  right  to  make  a  charge. 
One  cesspool  emptier  is  operated  by  direct  labour,  and  the  services  of  a 
contractor  are  also  employed.  Disposal  of  cesspool  contents  is  by  dis¬ 
charge  into  sewers. 

Pail  Closet  E  mpty  ing. 

This  is  undertaken  by  direct  labour  in  the  Parishes  of  Abbots  Langley, 
Aldenham  and  Sarratt.  Pail  closets  are  emptied  weekly,  properly  equipped 
vehicles  being  used  for  collection  and  disposal  purposes. 


FOOD  HYGIENE 

Food  Condemned. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  food  condemned  during  the  year: 


358  lbs. 

—  Meat. 

160  lbs. 

—  Canned  Meat. 

223  lbs. 

—  Canned  Fruit. 

1050  lbs. 

—  Frozen  Foodstuffs. 

45  lbs. 

—  Canned  Vegetables 

8  lbs. 

—  Ice  Cream. 

9  lbs. 

—  Other  Foodstuffs. 

Slaughter  Houses. 

There  are  no  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  district. 
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Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960. 
Food  Premises. 


Type  of  premises 

No.  of 
premises 

No.  of  premises 
fitted  to  comply 
with  Reg.  16 
(Wash  hand 
basins) 

No.  of  premises 
to  which  Reg. 
19  applies. 
(Sinks) 

No.  of  premises 
fitted  to  comply 
with  Reg.  19 
(Sinks) 

No.  of 
inspections 
made 

Bakehouses 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

Bakers  shops 

11 

11 

8 

8 

20 

Butchers 

19 

19 

19 

19 

72 

Confectioners 

19 

19 

1 

14 

Factory  canteens 

15 

15 

15 

12 

9 

F  ishmongers 

4 

4 

4 

4 

6 

Fish  fryers 

3 

3 

3 

3 

14 

Food  manufacturers 

2 

1 

2 

— 

2 

Food  warehouses 

2 

1 

— 

— 

7 

Greengrocers 

16 

16 

16 

16 

33 

Grocery  shops 

51 

51 

43 

41 

137 

Licensed  premises 

38 

38 

38 

38 

76 

Restaurants/ cafes 

12 

12 

12 

12 

100 

School  canteens 

28 

28 

28 

28 

24 

TOTALS 

224 

222 

193 

185 

518 

The  following  contraventions  were  remedied:  — 

Personal  Cleanliness  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Sanitary  conveniences 

a,  Insufficient  •••  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

b,  Defective/Dirty  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Premises 

a.  Dirty  condition  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

b.  Defective  conditions/Dirty  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Washing  Facilities 

a.  Insufficient  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

b.  Defective/Dirty  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Equipment 

a.  Insufficient  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

b.  Defective  and/or  dirty  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


In  no  case  where  contraventions  of  the  Regulations  were  found  was  it 
necessary  to  recommend  the  Council  to  consider  taking  legal  proceedings. 


Milk  Supply 

There  are  3  dairies  and  22  distributors  of  milk  registered  in  the  district. 
Brucel  losis 

Investigations  were  carried  out  at  a  farm  in  the  District  following 
notification  from  the  County  Milk  Sampling  Officer  that  a  bulk  sample  of 
the  milk  produced  at  the  farm  had  revealed  evidence  of  Brucella  Abortus 
infection. 

Untreated  Cream  produced  from  the  dairy  herd  was  being  cartoned  and 
sold  at  the  farm,  the  remainder  of  the  milk  supplies  being  consigned  to 
the  Milk  Marketing  Board  for  pasteurisation  treatment. 
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On  the  instructions  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  the  farmer  withdrew 
from  sale  stocks  of  cream  produced  from  the  herd,  and  he  undertook  to 
discontinue  cream  production  until  the  infected  cows  had  been  identified 
and  removed  from  the  herd. 

Following  veterinary  inspection  of  the  whole  herd,  two  infected  cows 
were  identified  and  effectively  isolated  from  the  remainder  of  the  herd 
pending  their  disposal  by  the  farmer  by  selling  them  at  market. 

It  seems  illogical  that  dairy  cows  known  to  be  infected  with  Brucella 
Abortus  can  be  sold  as  milk  cows  at  open  market  without  any  restriction, 
or  disclosure  of  the  fact  to  an  intending  purchaser,  but  there  appears  to 
be  no  legal  control  to  prevent  it. 


Ice-Cream 


Number  of  premises  registered  : 

a.  For  Manufacture  ... 

b.  For  Sale 


84 


Eleven  samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  and 
the  bacteriologist  placed  these  in  the  following  grades : 


Grade  1  4 

Grade  2  4 

Grade  3  2 

Grade  4  1 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

During  the  year  23  complaints  were  received  regarding  the  condition 
of  food  purchased.  The  articles  of  food  involved  were  as  follows 

Bread  9;  Milk  1;  Flour  1;  Chicken  2;  Pork  Pie  1;  Tinned  Meat  1;  Potato 
Crisps  1;  Sausages  3;  Minced  Meat  1;  Sugar  1;  Cornish  Pasty  1;  Meat  Pie  1; 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  institute  legal  proceedings  in  any  of 
these  instances.  The  complaints  were  investigated  and  where  appro¬ 
priate  representations  were  made  to  the  retailer  and/or  manufacturer. 

The  following  specimens  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
for  bacteriological  examination 

Jersey  Cream  Methylene  Blue  T^st  —  Failed.  Cultures  yield  mixed 

conforms.  No  bacterium  coli  type  isolated. 

Raw  Cream  Methylene  Blue  Test  —  Decolourised  after  IV2 hours.  Bru¬ 

cella  abortus  not  isolated. 

Food  Sampling 

Watford  Rural  District  Council  is  not  a  sampling  authority  under  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Acts.  Routine  Sampling  has  been  carried  out  by  the 
County  Council,  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  the  following  details. 

Milk  Samples:  98  Genuine 

nil  Not  Genuine 

Other  Samples : 
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Details : 

Wholemeal  loaf;  Ice-cream;  Yellow  plums;  Pork  sausages;  Jersey  cream; 
Custard  powder;  Roddy  shandy;  Jaffa  orange  juice;  Tomato  chutney; 
2  cream;  Murray  fruits;  Tomato  juice;  Spanish  apricot  chutney;  Chocolate 
toffee  rolls;  Vita  cup;  2  Grapefruit  juice;  Blackcurrant  health  drink; 
Froment  pure  wheat  embryo;  Opal  fruits,  Jelly  tots;  Danish  butter;  Orange 
barley  water;  Whisky;  2  Double  cream;  White  loaf;  Tuna;  Smash  mashed 
potato;  Spam  spread;  Snowdrift  creams;  Baked  beans;  Scotchoc;  Liquid 
cochineal;  Cream  of  chicken  soup;  Potato  crisps;  Self-raising  flour; 
Dried  fruit  salad;  Ground  almonds;  Vanilla  flavouring;  Mince  beef  loaf; 
Chunky  matured  marmalade;  2  White  pepper;  Dana  blue  cheese;  Sage; 
Active  baking  yeast;  Small  whole  yams;  Lobster  soup;  Duck  with  orange 
soup;  Chipitos  toasted  cheese  puffs;  Processed  cheese  spread;  Minced 
steak  with  onions  and  gravy;  Chopped  braised  pork  kidneys;  Fresh  garden 
peas;  Sea  salt;  Country  supper  meal;  Pork  luncheon  meat;  Hot  toast 
savouries;  Ground  mixed  spice. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS 

Rodent  Control 

The  work  done  during  the  year  under  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by 
Pests  Act,  1949,  is  recorded  in  the  following  section. 


TYPE  OF  PROPERTY 


Properties  other  than  Sewers. 

Non- 

Agricultural 

Agricultural 

1.  Number  of  properties  in  district 

17136 

191 

2.  a,  Total  number  of  properties  (in¬ 
cluding  nearby  premises)  inspectec 
following  notification  . 

257 

4 

b,  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

187 

4 

(ii)  Mice 

35 

3.  a,  Total  number  of  properties  (in¬ 
spected  for  rats  and/or  mice  for 
reasons  other  than  notification 

565 

304 

b,  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

10 

45 

(ii)  Mice 

4 

1 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests 

During  the  year  increasing  attention  was  concentrated  on  agricultural 
and  waste  land,  some  of  which  comprises  ‘‘black  spots”  areas,  which 
were  treated  systematically.  In  a  number  of  cases  these  treatments  were 
carried  out  in  liaison  with  the  Inland  Waterways  Board,  British  Railways 
and  private  Servicing  Contractors.  These  operations  effected  some  re¬ 
duction  in  the  number  of  rodent  complaints  and  permitted  the  CounciTs 
Rodent  Operative  to  devote  an  increasing  proportion  of  his  time  to  the 
survey  of  black  spot  areas  and  other  potential  sources  of  infestation 
with  beneficial  results. 

Bait  containers  made  from  wooden  boxes  and  gallon  oil  cans  have 
been  used  extensively,  particularly  in  black  spot  areas,  where  they  are 
sited  semi-permanently  and  replenished  with  poison  bait  when  necessary. 
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A  limited  sewer  treatment  of  14  manholes  was  carried  out  in  the  Radlett 
area  during  November  1968  following  evidence  of  a  surface  infestation 
having  extended  to  a  defective  sewer  manhole.  All  evidence  of  infest¬ 
ation  on  the  surface  and  in  the  sewer  system  was  eliminated,  and  the 
manhole  repaired. 

Pigeon  Control 

Following  representations  from  residents  of  the  large  housing  estate 
of  the  Greater  London  Council  in  the  Watford  Rural  Parish,  a  survey  was 
carried  out  which  confirmed  the  fouling  of  balconies  of  and  access  to 
houses  and  flats  on  the  estate  by  flocks  of  feral  pigeons  which  appeared 
to  be  growing  in  numbers. 

A  number  of  pigeon  traps  of  varying  sizes  were  constructed  and  sited 
on  the  flat  roofs  of  blocks  of  flats,  and  on  the  balconies  of  individual 
flats.  A  bait  containing  a  proportion  of  maize  and  other  large  sized  grain, 
together  with  a  container  of  water  was  used,  and  daily  visits  were  made 
to  each  of  the  traps. 

During  the  seven  months,  June  to  December,  1968,  213  pigeons  were 
trapped  and  destroyed. 

Insects  and  Other  Pests 

A  number  of  enquiries  were  received  concerning  insect  infestations 
and  59  visits  were  made  to  investigate,  advise  and  carry  out  treatments 
where  necessary  in  connection  with  Ants  (11),  Bed  Bugs  (1),  Fleas  (3), 
Flies  (25),  Mites  (9),  Wood  Lice  (5),  Plaster  Beetle  (2),  Carpet  Beetle 
(6),  Lice  (2). 

Practical  assistance  was  given  in  dealing  with  wasps  nests  and  a 
total  of  46  were  dealt  with. 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

During  the  year  68  smoke  observations  were  carried  out  on  factory 
chimneys,  but  in  no  case  was  it  found  necessary  to  institute  proceedings 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956. 


OFFICES  AND  SHOPS 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 

This  Act  came  into  force  during  1964,  and  the  occupiers  of  premises 
in  which  it  applies  are  required  to  register  with  the  appropriate  authority. 

Registration  and  Inspection 


No.  of  premises 
Reg. at  end  of  year 

No.  of  genera  1 
inspections 

Offices  . 

44 

4 

Retail  shops  . 

201 

60 

Wholesale  shops,  warehouses 

1 

1 

Catering  establishments  . 

22 

4 

Fuel  storage  depots  . 

3 

2 

Total  271  71 
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Number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  :  341 

Number  of  Employees  : 

Class  of  workplace 


Offices  .  459 

Retail  shops  .  893 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses  .  4 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the  public .  122 

Canteens  .  _ 

Fuel  storage  depots  .  10 


Total  (males  615,  females  873)  1488 


Number  of 
persons  empfoyed 


Regi  stration 

During  the  year  a  further  10  premises  were  registered  under  Section  49 
of  the  Act.  The  failure  of  occupiers  of  premises  coming  within  the  scope 
of  the  Act  to  apply  for  registration  requires  constant  survey  but  compliance 
with  this  Section  has,  however,  been  readily  forthcoming  following  informal 
action,  and  in  no  case  has  it  been  necessary  to  consider  instituting  pro¬ 
ceedings. 

Plans  of  all  new  buildings  submitted  for  Building  Regulation  and 
Planning  approval  and  likely  to  come  within  the  scope  of  the  Act  are 
referred  to  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  for  his  observations  in 
connection  with  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963.  This 
has  resulted  in  ensuring  both  immediate  registration  where  necessary,  and 
the  compliance  with  the  structural  and  other  requirements  of  the  Act  in 
appropriate  cases  at  the  drawing  board  stage. 


Enforcement  of  the  Act 

The  public  health  department  is  responsible  for  the  enforcement  of  the 
Act  within  the  Watford  Rural  District,  most  of  the  inspectorial  work  being 
carried  out  by  three  Public  Health  Inspectors.  No  special,  additional  staff 
are  employed  for  this  purpose. 

No  particular  difficulties  have  been  experienced  in  securing  the  co¬ 
operation  of  occupiers  and  others  concerned  in  bringing  premises  up  to  the 
required  standard. 


Accidents 

Eight  accidents  at  registered  premises  were  reported  and  investigated 
during  the  year,  involving  injuries  to  one  female  and  seven  male  employees. 

50%  of  these  accidents  involved  laceration  of  either  the  hand  or  upper 
leg  during  the  course  of  jointing  or  cutting  up  of  meat. 

The  remaining  number  were  minor  injuries  all  of  which  were  sustained 
during  the  loading,  off  loading  or  stacking  of  goods. 


Lighting. 

In  the  absence  of  specific  lighting  standards  the  recommended  Standards 
of  the  Illuminating  Engineering  Society  have  been  used  as  a  guide  and  the 
co-operation  of  employers  has  been  successfully  sought  on  this  basis. 
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FACTORIES 

Administration  of  the  Act,  1961. 

1.  —  Inspections  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  F actories  in  which  Sections  1 , 
2,3,4  and  6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authority . 

5 

6 

_ 

_ 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

63 

52 

2 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Sec¬ 
tion  7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out  - 
workers’  premises) 

68 

58 

2 

— 

2.  — Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 

Particulars 

F  ound 

Remedied 

Refe 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

which 
prosecu¬ 
tions  were 
instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l.) 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 
(S.3.)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7.) 

a,  insufficient.. 

b,  unsuitable  or 
defective 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  (not  includin 
offenc  es  relating  to  home¬ 
work  . 

g 

_ 

TOTAL 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

(a)  Sec.  133  (i)  (c). 

No  list  of  outworkers  has  been  received  from  any  occupier  of  a  factory 
situated  in  the  Rural  District  during  the  year. 

(b) Sec.  134 

Details  of  111  outworkers  residing  in  the  Rural  District  were  received 
during  the  year,  the  nature  of  the  work  they  were  engaged  upon  being  as 
follows 

Art  supplies 
Wearing  apparel 
Christmas  novelties 

Total 


2 

24 

56 

82 
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No  instance  of  outwork  in  unwholesome  premises  were  found  or  brought 
to  the  department’s  attention  during  the  year,  nor  was  any  outworker  found 
to  be  suffering  from  a  notifiable  disease. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Noise  Abatement  Act,  1960 

Seven  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  concerning  alleged 
excessive  noise  from  two  social  club  dance  halls,  a  refrigerator  comp¬ 
ressor  motor,  barking  dogs,  a  grain  drier  plant,  misuse  of  a  burglar  alarm 
system,  and  a  warning  siren. 

All  of  these  complaints  were  dealt  with  satisfactorily  on  an  informal 
basis. 


Rag  Flock  and  Other  Fillings  Act,  1951 

There  are  no  premises  registered  in  the  District  under  the  Act. 


Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

Four  premises  are  licensed  in  the  District  and  each  were  inspected 
and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 


Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act,  1963 

This  Act,  which  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  January,  1964  requires 
all  animal  boarding  establishments  to  be  licensed.  Nine  Establishments 
are  registered  and  23  inspections  were  made  during  the  year. 


Phosphorus  Contaminated  Soil 

During  September  an  incident  occurred  in  the  Abbots  Langley  area  on  a 
building  site  where  excavation  work  was  being  carried  out,  involving 
burn  injuries  to  a  building  worker  and  the  setting  alight  of  the  rubber 
tyres  of  a  lorry  due  to  spontaneous  combustion  of  the  soil  being  excav¬ 
ated.  A  pint  sized  bottle  containing  a  whitish  substance  was  recovered 
from  the  excavated  material. 

The  matter  was  referred  by  the  Police  and  the  Fire  Brigade  to  the 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  the  complaint  was  accordingly  invest¬ 
igated  and  a  solution  to  the  problem  eventually  found. 

Samples  of  the  contaminated  soil  and  the  glass  bottle  containing  the 
whitish  material  were  submitted  to  a  Soil  Analyst,  who  reported  that 
the  samples  indicated  the  presence  of  Yellow  Phosphorus,  which  had 
the  property  of  igniting  spontaneously  in  the  presence  of  air. 

In  collaboration  with  the  Police,  the  Building  Contractor  and  the  Fire 
Brigade,  all  excavated  material  was  immediately  covered  with  topsoil 
to  prevent  further  spontaneous  combustion  and  to  reduce  the  hazard  of 
toxic  fumes  to  the  occupants  of  neighbouring  houses.  This  simple  method 
of  control  was  easy  enough  to  effect,  but  necessitated  the  suspension 
of  development  work  on  the  site  until  a  satisfactory  means  of  removal, 
treatment  and  disposal  of  the  contaminated  soil  could  be  ascertained. 
This  latter  solution  proved  more  difficult. 
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Consultation  and  site  meetings  ensued  with  representatives  of  the 
Home  Office,  Explosives  Inspectorate,  the  Royal  Army  Ordnance  Corps, 
the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  Chief  Chemist  and  the 
County  Council.  It  was  generally  agreed  that  the  contamination,  which 
was  confined  to  the  area  of  a  disused  pond  which  had  been  filled  in  some 
ten  years  previously,  most  probably  arose  from  wartime  Incendiary  Grenades 
which  might  have  been  dumped  in  the  pond  at  the  end  of  hostilities.  A 
Home  Guard  post  had  been  located  near  the  site  during  the  wartime  period. 

In  view  of  this  likelihood  the  military  authorities  were  eventually 
persuaded  to  undertake  the  direction  of  the  disposal  procedure,  which 
was  carried  out  by  H.Q.  Bomb  Disposal  Unit,  Royal  Engineers,  wearing 
special  protective  clothing  for  the  purpose.  This  consisted  of  spreading 
thinly  over  a  prepared  area  on  site  small  quantities  of  soil  which  were 
allowed  to  burn  off  in  a  controlled  manner.  When  satisfied  that  com¬ 
bustion  was  complete  the  decontaminated  soil  was  loaded  onto  steel 
bodied  vehicles  and  transported  to  a  nearby  private  tip  where  it  was 
first  spread  out  on  a  separate  area  of  land  for  24  hours  before  final  dis¬ 
charge  into  a  pit  for  burial  subject  to  the  requirements  of  the  statutory 
water  undertakers  not  less  than  12  ft.  above  the  floor  of  the  pit  and  under 
not  less  than  six  feet  of  inert  covering  material.  Some  350  cubic  yards 
of  contaminated  soil  were  dealt  with  in  this  manner,  and  16  incendiary 
grenade  bottles  were  recovered  and  separately  removed  and  dealt  with 
by  the  Bomb  Disposal  Unit. 

The  whole  operation  took  three  weeks  to  complete,  after  which  the 
site  developer  was  able  to  proceed  with  his  site  works  with  no  further 
incident. 

Two  interesting  aspects  of  the  incident  were  that  (i)  the  Local  Auth¬ 
ority  was  at  first  held  to  be  responsible  for  finding  a  solution  to  the 
problem,  and  (ii)  the  military  authorities  were  reluctant  to  take  any 
practical  action  until  it  had  been  established  that  military  weapons  were 
the  source  of  the  contamination. 
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